Southlake Pride Festival Rescheduled for April After Permit Denial
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Organisers are moving Pride Kel-So to spring 2027 after Southlake City Council rejected its permit without explaining the decision. The October event will instead become a smaller church-hosted block party, giving LGBTQ+ families, youth and supporters a chance to gather while organisers regroup, raise funds and challenge the ruling.
Essential Takeaways
The festival is moving: Pride Kel-So is being rescheduled for April 2027, with the second Saturday under consideration.
October plans have changed: A block party will take place at St Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church, capped at 999 attendees.
The permit was denied unanimously: Southlake City Council rejected the application but did not publicly give a reason.
The event is still raising money: Food trucks, vendors and LGBTQ+ organisations will support fundraising for next year's festival.
Organisers aren't backing down: April and Shaina Dreyson say they're working towards a larger, safer return.
Southlake Pride festival moves to spring 2027
The biggest change is simple but significant: Pride Kel-So won't go ahead as a city festival on its planned 3 October date. Organisers are now looking towards April 2027, although the exact weekend hasn't been confirmed.
The decision follows Southlake City Council's unanimous refusal of the event permit. KERA News reported that councillors didn't question the organisers during the meeting or explain the reasoning behind the vote, leaving the Dreysons without a clear answer.
That lack of explanation has become central to the dispute. As LGBTQ+ Nation reported, the festival's planning and zoning recommendation had supported approval before the council rejected the application.
A block party will keep October plans alive
Rather than cancel the October gathering altogether, organisers are turning it into a church-based block party at St Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church. Because the event won't require the same city permit, attendance will be limited to 999 people.
Visitors can still expect food trucks, local vendors and LGBTQ+ groups. The atmosphere may be smaller and less elaborate than a full festival, but it offers something valuable: a visible place for people to meet, listen and show support.
CBS News Texas reported that the gathering will also help raise funds for the rescheduled festival. In practical terms, it means the community can keep the date in its diary while organisers work through the legal and financial fallout.
Why the permit decision has sparked questions
Pride Kel-So was created to support LGBTQ+ families and young people in the Southlake and Keller area. Its first festival attracted about 1,600 visitors, with live music and stalls focused on community resources.
That turnout also helps explain the organisers' planning choices. The Dreysons previously expected fewer than 1,000 attendees, so they didn't apply for a permit last year. This time, the event's growing profile made the permit process unavoidable.
Fox 4 News reported that the council's action came without a public explanation. That has fuelled concern among supporters, particularly because public discussion around the event has included sharply differing views about children, content and LGBTQ+ visibility.
Organisers are planning a stronger return
The delay gives the Dreysons more time to prepare, but it also brings fresh pressure. They say some sponsors have withdrawn since the permit was rejected, creating an immediate funding gap for the 2027 event.
According to Dallas Express, organisers are now focused on rebuilding sponsorship and preparing a festival they describe as bigger and safer. They also say they're continuing to challenge the city's decision and seek conversations with community leaders.
For attendees, the best way to help is refreshingly straightforward: support the October block party, follow official updates and contribute through verified event channels. A spring date, ticket details and any revised venue arrangements should be checked before making plans.
What happens next for Pride Kel-So?
The next few months will likely determine whether the festival returns with a bigger footprint or faces another round of negotiations. Southlake News reported that organisers remain committed to LGBTQ+ young people, parents, teachers and neighbours who are watching the dispute closely.
The Dreysons' message is less about one event than about whether people feel able to speak openly in their own community. That gives the April plans an emotional weight beyond music, food and stalls.
For now, October's smaller gathering is the practical next step. It may not be the festival people expected, but it keeps the community connected while the organisers work towards a more secure return.
A smaller gathering can still make a loud statement when people show up together.
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