Top LGBTQ+ Pop Culture Highlights From TikTok and Tennis
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Fans are getting a fast, glittery tour of LGBTQ+ entertainment, from Ben Shelton’s Cincinnati Open appearance and Jake Shane’s pull-up challenge to Plastique Tiara’s dramatic Bianca Del Rio makeover. The latest Queerty roundup brings together viral clips, drag artistry, fashion nostalgia and celebrity moments that are keeping Gay TikTok lively.
Essential Takeaways
Tennis takes centre court: Ben Shelton featured among the week’s headline-making moments at the Cincinnati Open.
Fitness gets theatrical: Jake Shane’s pull-ups add comic energy to the viral social-media mix.
Drag delivers a transformation: Plastique Tiara gave Bianca Del Rio a striking makeover.
Fashion gets nostalgic: Bob Mackie’s most memorable Cher designs and Orville Peck’s Playgirl shoot add plenty of visual sparkle.
TikTok remains unpredictable: From an Amtrak cart performer to Henridrops’ elaborate splits, the roundup celebrates internet surprises.
Ben Shelton brings tennis into the pop-culture feed
Ben Shelton’s appearance at the Cincinnati Open gives the roundup a sporting anchor, but this is hardly a straight-laced tennis bulletin. His presence sits alongside drag, comedy and fashion, showing how quickly athletic moments can become part of the wider entertainment conversation.
That blend is increasingly familiar online. A tournament appearance can attract attention for the match itself, then travel into fan edits, reaction posts and celebrity coverage. For viewers who enjoy their sport with a side of spectacle, it’s a welcome change from the usual scoreboard-only treatment.
Jake Shane’s pull-ups turn fitness into comedy
Jake Shane’s pull-up clip brings a more playful kind of performance to the list. There’s something instantly watchable about a simple physical challenge, particularly when the personality involved knows how to make the moment feel bigger, sillier and more shareable.
The appeal isn’t really about perfect gym technique. It’s the contrast between effort and entertainment, with the exercise becoming a compact piece of internet theatre. That’s the trick behind many viral TikTok moments: a familiar action, a recognisable personality and just enough exaggeration to make people stop scrolling.
Plastique Tiara gives Bianca Del Rio a makeover moment
Plastique Tiara’s makeover of Bianca Del Rio promises the kind of before-and-after reveal that social platforms handle brilliantly. Drag transformation is visual storytelling at its most immediate, with makeup, styling and attitude working together in a single dramatic switch.
It also makes for a particularly fun pairing. Bianca’s established comic persona meets Plastique’s polished beauty aesthetic, creating a makeover that feels less like a routine beauty tutorial and more like a collision of drag identities. The result is exactly the sort of content fans can pause, replay and debate.
From Orville Peck to Bob Mackie, the archive gets a refresh
The roundup also looks backwards while staying firmly rooted in the present. Bob Mackie’s greatest Cher looks remain a reminder of how costume design can become cultural history, while Orville Peck’s Playgirl behind-the-scenes footage gives a modern twist to that tradition of theatrical image-making.
Orville Peck’s post about his cover shoot for “Mule” adds a deliberately cheeky note, complete with a bell and a playful visual tease. Meanwhile, Mackie’s designs underline why archive fashion continues to thrive online: the clothes are bold, instantly recognisable and still capable of making a feed feel more glamorous.
Viral variety is the real star
Other highlights include Amtrak’s cart diva, Henridrops recreating iconic Drag Race splits and Barry Brandon bringing Stevie Nicks energy to a group performance. They’re wildly different moments, yet they share the same quality: each has a clear visual hook that works within seconds.
There’s a useful lesson in that variety. Gay TikTok isn’t driven by one format or personality type, but by a mix of camp, athleticism, nostalgia, surprise and sheer commitment to the bit. One clip might deliver polished glamour, while the next arrives with a trolley, a split or a perfectly timed reaction.
For readers who want the next round of LGBTQ+ entertainment, politics and culture in one place, Queerty’s newsletter offers an easy way to keep up. It’s a lively reminder that the internet’s best moments rarely stay in one lane for long.
From tennis courts to drag makeovers, the latest viral highlights prove that variety is the real spectacle.
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