LiveWell Camas Opens a Welcoming Youth Space for Local Teens
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Young people in east Clark County now have a new place to relax, connect and feel accepted, as LiveWell Camas celebrates the opening of a dedicated space for queer, neurodivergent and other local youth. The project responds to a clear community need: somewhere informal, supportive and comfortably louder than a library.
A safer place to spend time after school
For many young people, finding somewhere to simply exist can be surprisingly difficult. LiveWell Camas is designed to offer a welcoming alternative, giving local teens room to talk, socialise and take part in activities without needing to fit a narrow idea of how young people should behave.
The need was highlighted by Niko Blank, who had noticed a lack of suitable gathering places in the area. As they put it, the library is a valuable resource, but its quiet atmosphere doesn't work for every young person. That small observation says a lot: support isn't always about formal services, but sometimes about having somewhere relaxed to land. (Vancouver Area Network of Substance Abuse Prevention)
What makes the new LiveWell Camas space different?
LiveWell Camas focuses on inclusion, with particular attention to queer and neurodivergent young people. Its approach is less about creating a polished, adult-controlled environment and more about making room for connection, creativity and everyday conversation.
That matters because young people often need a space where they aren't expected to explain themselves before joining in. LiveWell's youth programme presents the venue as a community setting where visitors can find activities, support and a sense of belonging. (LiveWell Camas)
Activities turn a room into a community
A welcoming venue only becomes useful when there's something to do there. LiveWell Camas lists youth-focused events and activities intended to help people meet one another naturally, whether that's through group sessions, creative projects or shared interests.
The organisation also highlights opportunities such as a queer book club, which offers a gentler way into community life. For someone who finds large social gatherings daunting, a regular themed activity can feel far more manageable. It gives conversations a starting point, rather than leaving visitors to navigate an unfamiliar room alone. (LiveWell Camas)
Why inclusive youth spaces are increasingly important
The opening comes at a time when families and young people are looking for accessible ways to build friendships outside school. Schools can provide important support, but they aren't always available after hours, while libraries and cafés come with their own rules and limitations.
Inclusive community spaces can help bridge that gap. They may offer practical support, but they also provide something less tangible and just as valuable: the reassurance that a young person isn't the only one looking for acceptance nearby. LiveWell Camas's youth work sits within a wider local interest in play, wellbeing and community connection. (Grow Wild Play)
How families can find out what's happening
Families and young people interested in visiting should check LiveWell Camas's youth information and events pages for current details, including programmes, timings and any booking requirements. The organisation's online calendar is likely to be the simplest way to see what's coming up before making a first visit. (LiveWell Camas)
It can also help to start with a smaller event, such as a book club or structured activity, rather than arriving without a plan. A familiar format can make the first step feel easier, especially for anyone who is anxious about new environments. And, importantly, the space is intended to grow around the young people using it.
A good youth venue doesn't need to be flashy. It needs to feel safe, flexible and genuinely theirs.
Explore LiveWell Camas's youth activities and events to find a comfortable way in.
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