Columbus church opens LGBTQ+ faith dialogue to the public
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Columbus First United Methodist Church is inviting local residents, LGBTQ+ people and allies to a welcoming evening of conversation on 3 October. The first Meet and Greet for its new Affirmation Class will explore faith, personal experience and inclusion, offering a calm space for questions at a time when church debates remain deeply personal.
A new space for honest conversation
The church’s fellowship hall will host the event from 6 to 7.30pm, giving attendees a chance to meet others involved with the LGBTQ+ and Allies’ Affirmation Class. The evening is open to the public, so visitors won't need to be regular worshippers to attend.
The class began in August and focuses on subjects affecting LGBTQ+ people and their allies, including faith, scripture, culture and lived experience. It’s a practical approach to a complicated conversation, with room for both learning and listening.
What the Affirmation Class hopes to offer
Sessions include personal stories, Bible-based lessons and resources intended to support members of the LGBTQ+ community and those standing alongside them. The aim isn't simply to settle an argument, but to help people talk more thoughtfully about beliefs, identity and same-sex attraction.
That matters in religious settings, where conversations can quickly become formal or polarised. The United Methodist Church's own guidance describes a continuing effort to consider how faith and inclusion should work together, while outside groups such as the Human Rights Campaign track the changing positions of major denominations.
Why the United Methodist context matters
The event comes against a backdrop of significant debate within United Methodism. The denomination has spent years wrestling with LGBTQ+ inclusion, and its position has shifted as congregations and members have pushed for different approaches to ministry, marriage and participation.
According to United Methodist resources, the denomination's formal discussions have included questions about homosexuality, ordination and church teaching. That history helps explain why a local gathering can feel significant, even when it takes place in a modest fellowship hall rather than a national conference.
A welcoming message from church leaders
Both pastors at Columbus First United Methodist Church have taken supportive public positions towards the LGBTQ+ community, including through announcements and sermons. The church says it welcomes people who wish to join worship and congregational activities.
That kind of consistent message can make a difference to someone deciding whether to walk through the door. Other Columbus-area churches, including Short North Church and Hope United Methodist Church, also present themselves as welcoming communities, reflecting a wider interest in faith spaces where LGBTQ+ people and allies can participate openly.
What visitors can expect on the night
For newcomers, the Meet and Greet is likely to be less about having the perfect words and more about making a first connection. Attendees can expect introductions, conversation and information about the ongoing class, with an emphasis on respectful discussion rather than debate-stage drama.
A useful first step is to arrive with curiosity and listen carefully. As the church's announcement makes clear, the wider goal is to help people discuss attitudes, beliefs and cultural questions with greater understanding. Sometimes that starts with something as simple as a chair in a friendly room.
It's a small local gathering with the potential to make difficult conversations feel more human.
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