Best Moab Pride Week Events for a Locally Funded Celebration
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Moab Pride Week returns with nine locally funded events across seven days, bringing film, food, performance, sport and creative workshops to the Utah town. Organised by volunteers and backed by nearby businesses, the programme offers a community-led alternative to bigger, growth-focused festivals.
Essential Takeaways
Nine events: The week spans creative competitions, film, writing, running, live entertainment and a community party.
Locally backed: About $5,000 is being raised through local businesses and event donations.
Volunteer-led: Roughly 10 organisers and up to 20 additional volunteers are making the programme happen.
Community focus: Organisers estimate that around 90% of attendees live locally.
A welcoming finale: The free block party includes food, games, prizes and performances at Rotary Park.
A small festival with a strong local pulse
Moab Pride Week is built on a modest budget, but it won't feel short on energy. From Monday through Sunday, events will appear across town, mixing thoughtful conversation with the sort of colourful, slightly chaotic fun that makes a community festival memorable.
According to the Moab Sun News, around 10 unpaid organisers are coordinating the programme, supported by 15 to 20 volunteers handling practical jobs such as set-up and clearing away. The week costs roughly $5,000, with local businesses and donations covering the bill.
That financial model matters. Rather than relying heavily on outside grants or trying to attract visitors from far away, Moab Pride is concentrating on the people already living in the area. Industry observers often talk about festivals chasing scale, but this one is deliberately taking a different route.
Nine events, from safe-sex art to queer cinema
The programme's most eye-catching opening is Project Cumway, an upcycled fashion competition using expired or defective safe-sex products. Teams have an hour to create a runway look, before the audience votes on categories including overall winner, creativity and runway presence.
It's playful, but there's a serious idea underneath the glitter. Sex educator Laura Borichevsky told the Moab Sun News that the event is designed to make conversations around safe sex feel less awkward and shame-filled. The result sounds like a rare combination: practical education, recycling and a runway spectacle.
Elsewhere, a free screening of "Rafiki" offers a quieter gathering, complete with a popcorn bar. The film's story and history give the evening extra weight, while its all-ages approach means queer young people can take part too. For anyone who prefers words to costumes, Sultry Scraps invites guests to share queer writing, lyrics, scripts or personal reflections in a relaxed bookshop setting.
Why donated spaces are shaping the programme
Not every popular Pride idea is affordable. Events that require road closures can carry substantial permit costs, and organisers say that expense has helped push the programme away from some previous formats, including a visibility march.
Instead, donated indoor and outdoor spaces are doing much of the heavy lifting. Spitfire Smokehouse and Back of Beyond Books are among the local venues helping the week happen, turning available rooms and hospitality spaces into stages, screening rooms and meeting places.
That approach also gives the festival a more intimate feel. A donated bookshop after hours or a restaurant hosting a brunch show feels less like a formal venue and more like a neighbour opening the door. It may not be the grandest model, but it can be remarkably personal.
Choosing the right event for your weekend
Those looking for an easy entry point should start with the block party at Rotary Park on Friday. It's free, open to everyone and includes food, games, prizes and performances, making it a natural choice for families, allies and anyone curious about Pride but unsure where to begin.
Active attendees can look to the Moab Pride 5K, while film fans have the queer cinema night. The creative crowd has several options, from Project Cumway to Sultry Scraps. Meanwhile, the week closes with Cosmic Cabaret, a 21-and-over brunch variety show at Spitfire Smokehouse, with entry by donation.
It's worth checking the event listings before setting off, particularly for age restrictions, start times and any registration requirements. Some gatherings are drop-in, while others may need advance sign-up or team matching.
The goal isn't bigger, and that's the point
The organisers' most distinctive message is that Moab Pride isn't trying to grow endlessly. The emphasis is on finding a sustainable mix of events that reaches different parts of the community without exhausting the volunteers or stretching the budget.
That makes this more than a schedule of celebrations. It's a glimpse at what a locally rooted festival can look like when success is measured in participation, generosity and staying power rather than headline attendance.
There may be no giant parade or glossy national campaign behind it, but there is something equally valuable: people making room for one another. In a small town, that can be the most visible statement of all.
Explore the Moab Pride Week programme and choose the gathering that feels most like your scene.
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