Summit Pride expands LGBTQ+ meetups after Encircle Heber closure
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Summit Pride Foundation is increasing regular LGBTQ+ events across Utah’s Wasatch Back after Encircle Heber closed, offering coffee mornings, hikes, lake days and screenings that help local people find connection, visibility and belonging.
Essential Takeaways
More regular events: Summit Pride has increased its social programme since Encircle Heber closed in July.
Strong attendance: Recent gatherings have attracted more than 30 people, according to the organisation.
A mix of activities: Coffee socials, hikes, documentary screenings and lake days sit alongside occasional evening events.
Not the same service: Summit Pride offers community connection and advocacy, rather than Encircle’s therapy and support-group model.
Everyone is welcome: Allies, Wasatch County residents and younger people are invited to take part.
A quieter need for connection has become impossible to ignore
The strongest sign of Summit Pride’s renewed push isn’t a grand opening or glossy campaign. It’s the steady arrival of people at ordinary gatherings, where coffee, conversation and a little fresh air can do surprisingly important work.
Since Encircle Heber closed, Summit Pride has made its events more consistent across Summit County. Recent activities have included outdoor meetups, film screenings and social gatherings, with attendance rising above 30 at the latest events, according to The Park Record.
That appetite reflects a wider need for belonging after years of pandemic isolation and increasingly tense public debate around LGBTQ+ rights. For many people, a relaxed meetup can be the first step towards finding friends, support and a place where they don't have to explain themselves.
Why Encircle Heber’s closure changed the local picture
Encircle had provided a different kind of resource in Heber City, including therapy, support groups and a dedicated centre for LGBTQ+ young people and families. Its closure left a gap, but it didn't create a simple handover opportunity for another organisation.
KSL previously reported on Encircle’s plans for a Heber City resource centre, while the organisation later confirmed the Heber location would close. That history matters because Summit Pride is clear that it can't replicate every service Encircle offered.
Instead, Summit Pride is focusing on community-building and advocacy. Its approach is more about creating a regular rhythm of connection than providing clinical support, which means both organisations served important but distinct needs.
Coffee, hikes and screenings make the programme more welcoming
Not everyone wants to meet in a bar, and Summit Pride appears to have taken that message seriously. Only one of its last several events was restricted to adults, while the rest offered a broader, more relaxed setting.
That range matters. A morning coffee can feel easier than an evening drinks event, while a hike or lake day gives people something to do while conversations unfold naturally. It also makes the programme more accessible to people who don't drink, younger attendees and anyone who finds highly social rooms a little daunting.
The organisation's own information presents belonging and community participation as central to its work. Its events therefore function as more than a calendar of activities: they're low-pressure entry points into a local support network.
Park City can't assume one model suits everyone
Summit Pride serves the wider Wasatch Back, but it recognises that Park City and Wasatch County don't necessarily share the same social climate or preferences. Some residents may want visible, public engagement, while others prefer a quieter form of community connection.
That distinction is especially important after the Encircle closure. Summit Pride has welcomed people from Wasatch County, but it isn't claiming to replace a local organisation or speak for every LGBTQ+ resident in the area.
The result is a more careful kind of regional advocacy. It may be less tidy than having one organisation cover everything, but it respects the reality that communities need different entry points. As Summit Pride's own materials emphasise, belonging works best when people can participate in ways that feel safe and authentic.
Members are being encouraged to shape what comes next
The foundation's next stage isn't being designed entirely behind a boardroom door. Members are encouraged to suggest ideas, with the organisation helping turn promising concepts into real events.
That approach has already supported creative programming, including a staged reading of a play about Wyoming teacher, veteran and family man Larry "Sissy" Goodwin. It shows how a local nonprofit can become a practical platform for community-led projects, not simply an events provider.
There are plans to reach more students and under-18s, too, including possible collaboration with Park City High School's LGBTQ+ student group. The next announced meetup is an evening hike in late September, with the route chosen to make the most of autumn colour.
What this means for people looking for support
For LGBTQ+ residents and allies, the most useful first step is to check Summit Pride's social channels for event details, age requirements and accessibility information. A casual meetup may be a good route into community life, but people seeking therapy or structured support should look for specialist services rather than assume every need can be met at a social event.
It also helps to arrive with modest expectations. You don't have to introduce yourself to everyone, stay for the whole event or become instantly involved. Sometimes the win is simply recognising a few faces and knowing there's somewhere to return.
In a region where public policy can make LGBTQ+ people feel singled out, those small, repeated moments of connection carry real weight. A cup of coffee and a friendly conversation won't solve everything, but they can make the landscape feel less lonely.
Explore the next meetup and find the kind of connection that suits you.
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