Greater Palm Springs earns top LGBTQ+ travel partnership status
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Visit Greater Palm Springs has become the first California destination organisation to reach Gold-level Global Partner status with IGLTA, reinforcing the desert region's long-running focus on LGBTQ+ travel, welcoming experiences and stronger connections across its tourism community.
Essential Takeaways
A California first: Visit Greater Palm Springs is the first destination organisation in California to achieve IGLTA Gold-level Global Partnership status.
A longstanding relationship: The upgraded partnership builds on years of collaboration between the destination and the International LGBTQ+ Travel Association.
A record-setting convention: Greater Palm Springs hosted IGLTA's 2025 Global Convention, which attracted the event's highest attendance.
A broad visitor offer: LGBTQ+ travellers can find welcoming hotels, restaurants, shops, cultural venues, wellness experiences and outdoor adventures across nine cities.
A year-round community: Events such as Greater Palm Springs Pride add energy beyond the region's familiar sunshine, pools and palm-lined streets.
Greater Palm Springs makes California history
There’s a meaningful distinction between saying travellers are welcome and building partnerships that help make that promise visible. Visit Greater Palm Springs has now taken that second step, becoming the first California destination organisation to secure Gold-level Global Partner status with IGLTA.
The International LGBTQ+ Travel Association connects destinations, travel businesses and tourism professionals around more inclusive travel. According to IGLTA, the expanded relationship recognises Greater Palm Springs' consistent support for LGBTQ+ travellers and tourism businesses, rather than treating inclusion as a seasonal marketing theme.
That gives the announcement weight beyond a badge on a website. It places the desert destination more firmly within an international network shaping how LGBTQ+ visitors discover and experience places around the world.
Why the IGLTA partnership matters
Greater Palm Springs and IGLTA already had a substantial connection before the new partnership level was announced. The destination hosted the association's 2025 Global Convention, an event that recorded its highest attendance, according to IGLTA.
The convention also offered a useful snapshot of the region's appeal. Palm Springs may be the best-known name, but the wider Coachella Valley destination includes nine cities, giving visitors a mix of boutique hospitality, dining, galleries, retail, wellness and open-air activities.
IGLTA's partner information highlights the value of destinations that engage with LGBTQ+ tourism at an organisational level. In practice, that can mean better industry relationships, more informed businesses and a clearer sense of confidence for travellers planning a holiday.
From poolside breaks to desert adventures
The appeal here isn't limited to one type of getaway. Visitors can move from a quiet morning at a spa to a restaurant terrace, an art-filled afternoon or a hike among stark desert landscapes, often without travelling far.
According to Visit Greater Palm Springs' partner information, the region's LGBTQ+ visitor offer spans accommodation, food, shopping, arts and culture, outdoor recreation and wellness. That variety matters because inclusive travel isn't one-size-fits-all. Some visitors want nightlife and events, while others are looking for sunshine, calm, design-led hotels and a slower pace.
There’s also a strong local-business story. LGBTQ+-owned businesses and community events help make the destination feel lived-in rather than simply packaged for visitors. Greater Palm Springs Pride, first held in 1986, remains part of that longer history.
What travellers can expect from the expanded partnership
The new Gold-level arrangement is designed to support continued work between Visit Greater Palm Springs, IGLTA and the association's global network. That includes promoting LGBTQ+ travel, backing tourism businesses and encouraging wider inclusion across the industry.
For travellers, the practical benefit is reassurance. A destination's formal commitment can help signal that inclusion is being considered across the visitor journey, from the information people see before booking to the welcome they receive on arrival.
It’s still wise to do the usual holiday homework. Check hotel policies, read recent visitor reviews and look at local event calendars before travelling. Those small checks can help match the trip to your expectations, whether you're planning a Pride weekend or a quieter desert escape.
A destination with momentum
Visit Greater Palm Springs' leadership described the partnership as a reflection of the community's long-standing welcome for LGBTQ+ visitors. IGLTA, meanwhile, has framed the relationship as a natural next stage in a connection built on shared history and repeated support.
That combination of institutional backing and local character is what makes the announcement interesting. The region isn't starting from scratch; it’s formalising a reputation that has been developing for decades, while giving businesses and travellers a larger international platform.
For a destination known for warm evenings, bright skies and a distinctly relaxed atmosphere, the message is refreshingly straightforward: welcome should be part of the infrastructure, not just the advertising.
A stronger partnership could help make that welcome even more visible to travellers planning their next California break.
Closing Line
Greater Palm Springs is turning a long-standing welcome into a stronger global travel connection.
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