Best non-traditional Manchester Pride wedding ideas from Joel Harper-Jackson
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Actors Joel Harper-Jackson and Lloyd Daniels celebrated their Manchester wedding with a registry office ceremony, a garden gathering and a glittery basement nightclub. Their relaxed, playful approach offers a joyful reminder that couples can skip the traditional wedding script and create a day around friends, laughter and the places that shaped them.
Essential Takeaways
Three-part celebration: The couple combined legal vows, a garden ceremony and a late-night party.
Manchester connection: They married during Manchester Pride weekend, reflecting the city’s importance in Harper-Jackson’s life.
A personal guest list: Around 100 friends and relatives joined the celebrations.
Fun over formality: A ceilidh, poetry, opera and a puppy replaced a more conventional wedding programme.
A memorable setting: The basement reception featured glitter, camp decorations and celebrity cardboard cutouts.
A wedding designed around joy, not fuss
The most striking thing about this Manchester wedding is how deliberately ungrand it feels. There were fairy lights, flowers and Spanish moss in the garden, but the mood was less polished spectacle and more a brilliant house party that happened to include wedding vows.
Harper-Jackson and Daniels began with the legal ceremony at a registry office before moving to a friend’s home outside Manchester. That split allowed them to handle the formal requirement without letting it dominate the day, according to Attitude.
It’s a smart idea for couples who want the meaning of a wedding without the financial pressure of a huge traditional event. The result sounds warm, slightly chaotic and completely theirs.
Why Manchester Pride weekend mattered
The timing wasn’t accidental. Manchester Pride is one of the UK’s best-known LGBTQ+ celebrations, centred on the city’s long-standing queer community and the Canal Street area, according to background information from Wikipedia.
For Harper-Jackson, Manchester was also personal territory. He has described Canal Street as a safe space during his youth and a place that helped him understand himself. Daniels had lived in the city too, and the pair first met there.
That gives the wedding a deeper emotional setting. Rather than choosing a fashionable venue at random, they returned to a city tied to friendship, identity and the couple’s own history.
Garden vows, silly speeches and a puppy
The second ceremony took place in the garden, where friends helped transform the space with lights and flowers. Guests contributed poetry, opera and music, while the couple’s puppy stayed close during the vows.
There was also plenty of rain, which seems almost contractually obliged at any outdoor Manchester celebration. Yet the couple reportedly didn’t notice it at the time, caught up in the excitement of having their favourite people around them.
The lesson for anyone planning an outdoor wedding is reassuring: a weather plan matters, but atmosphere matters more. Covered areas, umbrellas and flexible timings can keep things moving, while the right guests will remember the laughter rather than the forecast.
The ceilidh was the perfect wedding icebreaker
Instead of a conventional first dance, the couple chose a ceilidh. Live musicians guided guests through the steps, turning the dance floor into an instant meeting point for people who might not otherwise know one another.
It’s an especially useful idea for a mixed wedding party. A structured group dance gives everyone something to do, removes the awkwardness of standing around and creates the kind of shared memory that photographs can’t quite capture.
For couples searching for non-traditional Manchester wedding ideas, this is one to borrow. You don’t need professional dance skills, and being a little hopeless at the steps is arguably part of the fun.
A basement nightclub with maximum camp
The evening ended in a friend’s basement, converted into a colourful gay nightclub. Glitter, sequins and cardboard figures of figures including Dolly Parton, Kylie and Jane McDonald pushed the decorations firmly into camp territory.
It was deliberately ridiculous, and that was the point. Rather than trying to make every detail tasteful or elegant, the couple chose decorations that reflected their humour and community.
That kind of personality is increasingly at the heart of modern weddings. From informal venues to unusual entertainment, couples are treating the day less like a performance and more like a very public expression of who they are.
A quiet honeymoon after a very loud celebration
After the wedding, the newlyweds travelled to the Isle of Skye for a week of exploring. They stayed in a series of different places, including a remote hut and a waterside Airbnb, before discovering that the most expensive hotel wasn’t necessarily the best.
It sounds like the perfect counterbalance to the party: dramatic scenery, changing surroundings and time to laugh without a timetable. Harper-Jackson has spoken warmly about how the trip reminded them why they were together.
That may be the most useful takeaway of all. The best wedding doesn’t have to impress everyone else. It needs to leave the couple feeling more like themselves, surrounded by people who understand why that matters.
It's a small, joyful reminder that the best wedding rules are the ones you choose.
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