Best New Netflix Teen Sports Drama Crew Girl Is Making Waves
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Viewers are flocking to Crew Girl on Netflix, the Canadian rowing drama pairing high-stakes competition with a warm, uncomplicated queer storyline. With an athletic cast, glossy water scenes and a determined newcomer at its centre, the series offers plenty of reasons to start watching.
Essential Takeaways
Streaming success: Crew Girl has become a major Netflix talking point and a popular binge-watch choice.
Teen rowing drama: The story follows Teagan Tao as she rebuilds her life and fights for a place on a competitive team.
Queer representation: Jude Wilson plays Baloo Garner, an openly gay rower whose sexuality is treated as an ordinary part of life.
Strong ensemble: The cast includes Miku Martineau, Jessica Pare, Kyle Clark, Samuel Braun and Wilson.
Easy weekend viewing: Its mix of sport, family tension, friendship and romance gives the show broad appeal.
Why Crew Girl has become a Netflix favourite
The quickest way to understand Crew Girl's appeal is to imagine a classic teen sports drama, then add sleek boats, cold water and a cast who look entirely at home in rowing kit. The series has the visual polish of a glossy streaming hit, but its emotional engine is familiar: one young athlete arrives somewhere new and has to earn her place.
Netflix viewers have responded to that combination. Industry coverage from Tom's Guide placed the series among the platform's shows worth watching during a busy week of new releases, while FlixBoss lists it as part of Netflix's available series catalogue.
That matters because crowded streaming schedules can bury promising dramas within days. Crew Girl has managed to cut through, helped by its accessible premise and the simple pleasure of watching a team learn how to work together.
Teagan Tao's reset gives the story its momentum
At the centre is Teagan Tao, played by Miku Martineau. After a painful betrayal involving her father, Teagan is forced to begin again in a smaller community, where joining the rowing squad becomes both a challenge and a possible route towards belonging.
It isn't just about winning races. Teagan has to negotiate new friendships, old resentments and the unspoken rules of a team that already has its own hierarchy. That gives the show a useful emotional balance, so the rowing scenes never feel like decoration.
Marie Claire's coverage of the cast highlights the ensemble around Martineau, including Jessica Pare, Kyle Clark, Samuel Braun, Connor Paton, Olga Petsa, Thomas Cadrot and Jude Wilson. The range of personalities helps the show feel more lived-in than a simple underdog story.
Jude Wilson brings a welcome queer storyline
Wilson plays Baloo Garner, a rower connected to the team's social centre and the sibling of one of its more intimidating figures. Baloo is openly gay, but the series doesn't turn his sexuality into a constant crisis or a dramatic lesson for everyone around him.
That low-key approach is one of the show's most appealing choices. In one early moment, Baloo mentions matching with a man on a dating app, and the conversation moves on naturally. There's no grand announcement, no exaggerated reaction and no suggestion that he needs to explain himself.
The representation is important precisely because it feels ordinary. A young gay character can be funny, attractive, competitive, uncertain or ambitious without being reduced to a single storyline. As the drama develops, viewers will hope Baloo gets more space beyond his role within the rowing team.
The cast makes the sporting world feel glossy
Crew Girl understands the visual language of a modern streaming drama. The boats slice through bright water, training sessions carry a satisfying physical intensity and the team uniforms give the series a distinctive look.
That polish also makes the show easy to recommend to viewers who aren't devoted sports fans. You don't need to know every rowing rule to understand the pressure of selection, the sting of being left out or the relief of finally finding your rhythm.
Tom's Guide included Crew Girl in its round-ups of new Netflix viewing, alongside other titles competing for weekend attention. That positioning says plenty about its role: this is a fast, accessible binge rather than a demanding technical sports drama.
What to know before you start watching
If you're choosing a new teen series, expect a blend of family conflict, school-age friendships, romance and team rivalry. The rowing provides structure, but the real focus is on identity and the awkward, hopeful process of starting over.
It helps to watch the early episodes with an open mind. The show has several familiar ingredients, including the popular clique, the newcomer and the pressure-cooker team environment, but its inclusive character mix gives those conventions a fresher feel.
For viewers looking specifically for queer representation in a mainstream Netflix drama, Baloo is a useful reason to tune in. The series still has room to develop him further, but that understated beginning feels promising. Sometimes the most meaningful step is simply allowing a character to exist without making his identity a problem to solve.
Crew Girl is a bright, easy-to-binge sports drama with enough heart to keep the oars moving.
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