Best LGBTQIA+ Nightlife in Perth: Why Connections Still Matters
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Partygoers are still heading to Connections Nightclub in Northbridge, Perth, for drag, DJs and late-night dancing. After opening in 1975, the venue remains a landmark LGBTQIA+ night out, with themed events, multiple spaces and a famously late finish that keeps the city moving after midnight.
Essential Takeaways
A Perth institution: Connections opened in 1975 and is widely recognised as Australia’s longest-running nightclub.
Something for every mood: Expect a busy main dance floor, a quieter upstairs lounge and a rooftop terrace for fresh air.
Weekly entertainment: Drag bingo, themed Friday programming, headline performers and DJs shape the regular calendar.
Late-night location: The club sits on James Street in Northbridge, close to other bars and nightlife venues.
Check before travelling: Opening nights, performers and event details can change, so check the club’s current social channels first.
Fifty years later, the dance floor still wins
There’s a particular kind of energy at Connections after midnight: warm, loud and gloriously unpolished. The main floor fills with dancers, while the music carries on into the early hours, making the club a natural choice for anyone who thinks a night out should properly begin after dinner.
According to DNA Magazine, Connections opened in Northbridge in 1975 and has kept its doors open for five decades. That longevity is impressive on its own, but the real achievement is that it hasn’t become a museum piece. It still feels like a working nightclub, not a heritage plaque with a bar attached.
Three rooms, three different versions of a night out
One reason the venue remains useful for groups is its changing pace. The main dance floor is the obvious starting point, with plenty of movement and a sweaty, communal atmosphere. When conversation becomes impossible, the upstairs lounge offers a calmer alternative.
The rooftop terrace adds another welcome escape, particularly when the music and crowd make the dance floor feel like a sauna. Visit Perth highlights Connections as part of the city’s established nightlife scene, and that mix of spaces helps explain its staying power.
Drag bingo, DJs and a packed weekly calendar
Connections isn’t relying on one big Saturday to keep people interested. Its regular programming includes drag bingo on Thursdays, Friday entertainment and Saturday nights featuring drag performers and DJs. The result is a calendar with enough variety to reward repeat visits.
That matters in a city where nightlife can easily feel divided between quiet drinks and full-volume clubbing. Listings from The Urban List and Concrete Playground place Connections firmly in Perth’s LGBTQIA+ entertainment circuit, with its appeal resting as much on the atmosphere and performers as on the music.
Planning a night at Connections? Start here
The club is at 81 James Street, Northbridge, within easy walking distance of other bars and venues in the precinct. That makes it simple to build an evening around the club, whether you’re starting with dinner, meeting friends nearby or carrying on after another event.
For the best experience, check the advertised programme before heading out. Travel Gay and other venue guides note Connections as a key Perth nightlife stop, but individual nights can differ considerably. A quieter weekday event and a packed Saturday may feel like two entirely different venues.
Why this Perth club still feels relevant
Longevity alone doesn’t guarantee relevance. Connections has lasted because it continues to offer the essentials people want from a dependable night out: familiar faces, performers worth seeing, room to dance and enough flexibility to suit different kinds of visitors.
There’s also something reassuring about a venue that has witnessed so many changes in the city and still knows how to keep a crowd entertained. As OnlyOz and Wikipedia record, its long history is central to the club’s identity, but the current experience is what keeps people returning. Fifty years in, the party still has somewhere to go.
It's a small piece of Perth nightlife history with a very lively present.
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