Why Club Octane Is Becoming Lima's Boldest Queer Nightlife Space
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Visitors are returning to Club Octane in Lima, Ohio, after an 18-month renovation reshaped the long-running venue. With weekly drag shows, guest performers and a wider welcome for the local community, owner Chadwick Rice is betting that a refreshed queer nightlife space can still become a town favourite.
Essential Takeaways
A year after reopening: Club Octane returned following an extensive renovation and marketing rethink.
A long local history: The venue has served Ohio's LGBTQ community for decades.
Weekly entertainment: Saturday drag performances remain central to the club's identity.
More than nightlife: The team supports community initiatives, fundraisers and local outreach.
A broader welcome: Rice says the club is open to everyone who wants a safe, lively place to be themselves.
A familiar venue gets a confident new chapter
Club Octane's story is rooted in change. The Lima venue, located on West North Street, was previously known as Somewhere in Time and had been part of the local nightlife landscape since the 1970s. After its purchase by Chadwick Rice in 2023, it closed for around 18 months before reopening with a new look and direction.
The result is less a clean break than a careful reset. The venue still acknowledges its LGBTQ roots, but Rice wants it to feel more welcoming to the wider community too. Listings on Restaurant Guru and Restaurantji continue to place Club Octane among Lima's nightlife and entertainment options, suggesting that the venue has maintained its role as a recognisable local destination.
There is a particular charm to that kind of revival. In a town where businesses have disappeared, keeping one colourful, slightly unexpected venue alive feels like a small act of defiance.
Weekly drag shows keep the room moving
The club's biggest draw is its regular Saturday drag programme. Rice says Club Octane hosts one of the state's most consistent drag performances, with shows designed around entertainment rather than treating performers as decoration.
That distinction matters. A lively room, sharp costumes and a packed dance floor are part of the appeal, but the stronger story is the platform itself. Performers have space to develop their craft, build an audience and become part of the venue's identity.
Public event listings show that Club Octane's calendar stretches beyond standard club nights, with comedy, themed entertainment and seasonal events also appearing in the local mix. For visitors, that means the venue can feel different from one weekend to the next, rather than operating as a single-format bar.
The people on stage are part of the community
Rice highlights Dev the Creator, the venue's first Ms. Octane, and stage director Justyce Sinclaire as important figures in the club's development. Their roles extend beyond performance, with both involved in outreach and in helping shape the atmosphere behind the scenes.
That community focus is also visible in the club's support for local causes. Rice says the team has helped provide meals, contributed to charitable activities and supported a women's and children's shelter. These efforts give the venue a purpose that reaches beyond late nights and loud music.
It is easy for nightlife businesses to talk about community. It is more convincing when the work shows up in practical ways, from donated meals to performers using their visibility to support others.
What should visitors expect from a night at Club Octane?
The answer depends on the date, but visitors can generally expect drag, dancing, music and a sociable crowd. Anniversary celebrations have featured performers from across the Midwest and beyond, along with a DJ and a busy programme of entertainment.
Online listings and local event pages also point to themed nights, including comedy and costume-led events. That variety makes it worth checking the latest schedule before travelling, particularly if you're looking for a specific kind of evening rather than simply a night out.
For first-time visitors, the practical advice is simple: arrive early for popular events, check whether tables require reservations and confirm the latest details through the venue's own channels. Event platforms can be useful for discovery, but schedules and availability can change quickly.
A queer space with the door open wider
Rice's message is straightforward: Club Octane is built from queer nightlife, but it isn't intended to exclude anyone. The emphasis is on self-expression, belonging and giving people room to enjoy themselves without having to perform a version of who they think they should be.
That wider invitation could prove important in a smaller city. Dedicated LGBTQ venues have become less common in many places, while the surviving ones increasingly act as bars, performance spaces, community hubs and cultural landmarks all at once.
Club Octane's future will depend on whether Lima continues to show up. For now, the lights are on, the Saturday stage is busy and the venue is making a persuasive case for letting something bold exist.
It's a small-town nightlife revival with plenty of sparkle and a serious sense of purpose.
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