Philadelphia LGBTQ+ gala spotlights grassroots power and political hope
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Supporters are gathering in South Philadelphia for Liberty City's first gala, a lively evening of speeches, drag, music and fundraising. The event matters beyond one night: it aims to celebrate decades of LGBTQ+ organising in Philadelphia while building practical support for future candidates, allies and voters.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: The inaugural gala takes place on 24 September, from 6pm to 9pm, at the IATSE Local 8 Ballroom.
What to expect: Guests can look forward to drag and cultural performances, a DJ-led dance party and a silent auction.
Notable speakers: Activist Jim Obergefell will deliver the keynote, alongside Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro, Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker and Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer.
Ticket range: Individual tickets cost $50 to $250, with a limited number of complimentary places available for students.
The bigger goal: Funds will support LGBTQ+ candidate training, grassroots mobilisation and wider political organising.
A first gala with plenty of meaning
There'll be music, glitter and a dance floor, but Liberty City's inaugural gala is designed to do more than provide a good night out. The Philadelphia organisation is using its signature event to bring long-running LGBTQ+ political work into the spotlight and raise money for what comes next. According to Philadelphia Gay News, the evening will honour the club's history and the people who helped shape it. [2], [3]
Local drag performer Icon Ebony Fierce will host, giving the event a suitably celebratory pulse. Cultural performances, a DJ and a silent auction featuring goods and services from small businesses and artists should make the evening feel less like a formal dinner and more like a community gathering with a purpose. [2], [6]
The voices taking centre stage
Jim Obergefell's appearance gives the gala particular historical weight. As the lead plaintiff in the US Supreme Court case that established marriage equality nationwide, he brings a personal connection to one of the defining legal victories for LGBTQ+ Americans. [2], [7]
He'll be joined by figures from across the political landscape, including Shapiro, Parker and Whitmer. Their presence underlines Liberty City's interest in connecting local organising with state and national conversations about rights, representation and accountability. The club's public work has long focused on supporting candidates and causes aligned with LGBTQ+ equality. [3], [5]
Why grassroots organising matters now
Liberty City has spent more than three decades working behind the scenes on campaigns, according to the organisation's account of its history. That quieter work can be crucial, but it doesn't always come with recognition, funding or a neat list of public achievements. The gala is intended to help tell that story while building a stronger base for future action. [3], [4]
That focus reflects a wider challenge for LGBTQ+ political groups. Candidate support isn't only about endorsements; it can also mean training, volunteers, voter outreach and the money needed to keep a campaign moving. Liberty City's endorsement and organising activity show how those pieces fit together, particularly in local races where a relatively small number of engaged voters can make a noticeable difference. [5], [7]
A practical night out for supporters
For anyone considering attending, the useful detail is straightforward. Tickets sit across a wide range, from $50 to $250, while students may be able to access a limited number of free places. The auction also offers a chance to support independent artists and small businesses, so the fundraising has a distinctly local flavour. [2], [6]
The event takes place at the IATSE Local 8 Ballroom on South Swanson Street. Arriving ready for a mix of speeches, performances and socialising is probably the best approach; this isn't a quiet policy forum, and nor is it trying to be. It's a fundraiser with enough energy to make civic engagement feel like a shared celebration rather than homework. [2]
Turning attention into action
Liberty City's central message is that visibility matters, but participation matters more. The organisation has seen growing interest in its meetings and membership, suggesting that more people are looking for ways to move beyond frustration and take part in local political life. Its public-facing work also points to the value of showing up consistently, not just during election season. [3], [6]
That may be the gala's most useful reminder. A speech can inspire, a drag performance can lift the room and a dance party can keep people there a little longer, but lasting progress still depends on people joining, volunteering, donating and voting. For queer Philadelphians who have felt overlooked, the evening offers a more hopeful proposition: community power is easier to see when everyone gathers in the same room. [2], [5]
Explore the gala as a joyful introduction to Liberty City's work and a practical way to help strengthen LGBTQ+ political organising.
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