Best Cleveland Drag Pride Showcase Highlights From Beachland Ballroom
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Nine drag artists brought Cleveland’s annual Drag Pride Showcase to vivid life at Beachland Ballroom, pairing bold costumes, dramatic makeup and crowd-pleasing performances with a wonderfully intimate club atmosphere. For anyone searching for Cleveland drag shows or Pride events worth remembering, the evening offered glamour, humour and plenty of close-up stage energy.
Essential Takeaways
Nine performers shared the bill: Each artist delivered two acts during the showcase.
The looks went big: Towering wigs, detailed makeup and costumes ranged from extravagant to sleek.
The soundtrack stayed unpredictable: Prince, Gloria Gaynor, AC/DC and Radiohead all featured.
The audience became part of the show: Performers moved through the room, connecting with guests and accepting tips.
Beachland suited the format: Its live-music setting helped the event feel close, lively and unfiltered.
Cleveland drag turns the spotlight into a shared experience
The strongest impression from the Cleveland Drag Pride Showcase wasn't simply the scale of the costumes. It was the sense that the performance refused to stay onstage. Artists moved into the audience, turning a conventional club show into something warmer, cheekier and much more immediate.
Dr. Lady J, Sassy Sascha, Manny Nuff, Imani Evans Diamond, Debbie Does Drag, Jayce Blaze, Agata Why, Monica Lexin and Veranda L'Ni each brought a distinct presence. According to the event listings, the showcase took place at Beachland Ballroom and Tavern, a venue already associated with energetic live entertainment.
That close contact matters in drag. A raised eyebrow, a costume detail or a perfectly timed gesture can land differently when the performer is only a few feet away. It gives the room a sense of shared mischief, rather than leaving guests as passive observers.
Nine artists, two acts apiece and plenty of variety
With two performances from each artist, the programme had room to shift gears. One number could be sleek and controlled, while the next might arrive in an enormous wig or a costume built to command attention from the back of the room.
The showcase also appeared to favour variety over a single visual formula. Intricate makeup sat alongside dramatic silhouettes, while more fitted looks offered a different kind of theatrical confidence. Ohio's wider performance scene includes drag, burlesque and other nightlife formats, as reflected by local event organisations such as Ohio Burlesque.
That mix keeps a shared bill moving. Audiences get surprise, contrast and enough change between acts to make the evening feel like a proper showcase rather than a sequence of similar routines.
From Prince to Radiohead, the playlist kept everyone guessing
Music gave the performances another layer of personality. Prince and Gloria Gaynor brought instantly recognisable pop and disco energy, while AC/DC added a harder edge. Radiohead, meanwhile, pushed the musical range somewhere more unexpected.
It's a useful reminder that drag isn't tied to one sound. The performance can be camp, glamorous, emotional, confrontational or downright funny, sometimes within the same number. A familiar song may draw the crowd in, but an unusual choice can reveal far more about an artist's style.
For people choosing a drag show in Cleveland, that unpredictability is part of the appeal. You aren't only buying a playlist or a costume parade. You're seeing how performers reinterpret culture, character and music in real time.
Why Beachland Ballroom makes an effective drag venue
Beachland Ballroom's club layout appears to have suited a show that depended on movement and audience connection. Its established role as a Cleveland live-music venue gives performers a room built for sound, visibility and a little controlled chaos.
The venue's own event presence and listings point to a busy programme of concerts and nightlife, while event platforms also place the Drag Pride Showcase at the Beachland Ballroom and Tavern. That broader context helps explain why the space works: guests arrive expecting energy, not a quiet theatre presentation.
For first-time visitors, practical details are worth checking before heading out. Look at the venue's current entry information, ticket arrangements and event timings, then arrive early if you want a clear view. And keep a few small notes handy if you plan to tip performers, because the artists may well come to you rather than waiting at the edge of the stage.
A bright reminder of what live Pride events do best
The showcase captured the generous, communal side of Pride nightlife. There was polish in the wigs and makeup, but also plenty of direct engagement, laughter and audience participation. That combination can make a local event feel both celebratory and distinctly personal.
It also underlines why photographed performances matter. A live drag number disappears as soon as the music stops, leaving images, memories and the occasional glitter trail behind. For Cleveland audiences, events like this offer more than an evening out: they create a vivid snapshot of the city's queer performance culture.
If the next showcase carries the same spirit, it should appeal to regular drag fans and curious newcomers alike. Sometimes the best way to understand a scene is simply to stand near the front, cheer loudly and let the performers take over the room.
It's a small venue, a big stage presence and a memorable way to celebrate Cleveland drag.
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