Turkey detains 162 in nationwide LGBTQ association raids

[image: ]
Turkish authorities have detained 162 people in raids targeting LGBTQ-linked associations across Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir, Antalya and other cities. Officials say the operation protects children and families, while rights groups describe it as a sharp escalation against civil society and sexual minorities.
Essential Takeaways
162 people detained: Raids took place across several major Turkish cities.
Authorities cite child protection: Prosecutors linked the operation to allegations including prostitution, indecency and drug offences.
LGBTQ groups targeted: Kaos GL said police entered its offices and detained members of its leadership.
Foreign funding under review: Turkey's justice minister said investigators were examining money received from overseas public institutions.
Rights groups condemn the action: Critics call it state-led discrimination and part of a wider crackdown on dissent.
A nationwide operation with a stark message
Turkey has detained 162 people in a coordinated series of raids against associations connected with the LGBTQ community. Police operations were reported in Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir and Antalya, with prosecutors also seeking additional suspects.
The scale of the action is striking. Rather than focusing on one isolated organisation, the investigation appears to cover a network of groups and individuals, putting Turkey's already pressured civil society under fresh scrutiny.
Authorities say the case involves suspected offences including setting up associations for criminal activity, prostitution, indecency and drug-related crimes. Those allegations remain part of an ongoing investigation, rather than established findings. The Associated Press has previously reported on Turkey's use of broad security operations against activists and opposition-linked groups. [2]
Officials frame the raids around families and children
Turkey's prosecutors said the operation was designed to protect families and children. They alleged that some associations could have influenced minors in matters relating to sexual orientation and gender identity, and said officials wanted to prevent young people from viewing such activities as normal.
That language reflects a familiar political argument in Turkey, where LGBTQ issues have increasingly been presented by officials as a threat to traditional values. Rights advocates reject that framing, warning that it turns identity and community support into a public-order issue.
The development follows a wider pattern of restrictions on LGBTQ visibility, public events and advocacy. The Guardian has reported on a broader tightening of public life in Turkey, particularly as the government has placed greater emphasis on social control and political loyalty. [3]
Kaos GL says its offices were entered
Kaos GL, one of Turkey's best-known LGBTQ rights organisations, said on social media that police entered its premises and detained members of its management. The organisation has long provided legal support, community services and advocacy, making the reported raid especially significant for activists.
The Istanbul-based Association for Freedom of Expression also said several social media accounts linked to the affected communities were blocked. Digital restrictions can make an already tense situation harder to follow, particularly when people rely on messaging platforms for legal updates and safety information.
The reported action comes after other arrests and bans affecting LGBTQ activists and public gatherings. During a prohibited Istanbul Pride event, police detained dozens of people, according to LGBTQ Nation, underlining how quickly peaceful community activity can become a criminal matter in the current climate. [6]
Foreign funding is now part of the investigation
Justice Minister Akin Gurlek reportedly said financial checks on the associations found substantial payments from foreign public institutions. Authorities are examining where that money came from and how it was used, adding a financial dimension to the criminal investigation.
Foreign funding has become a recurring point of pressure for Turkish non-governmental organisations. In practice, scrutiny of grants can affect not only LGBTQ groups but also organisations working on freedom of expression, women's rights and humanitarian support.
Earlier reporting by Al-Monitor described the detention of more than 200 people ahead of a NATO summit, including an LGBTQ activist. That episode suggested that security operations and political messaging were increasingly overlapping, rather than remaining separate strands of government policy. [5]
Critics see a wider crackdown on dissent
Human rights organisations have accused the Turkish government of adopting harsher rhetoric and introducing increasingly restrictive measures against LGBTQ people. The Turkish Human Rights Association described the latest operation as state-directed discrimination and part of a policy built on fear.
The criticism extends beyond LGBTQ rights. Activists say raids, account closures and arrests can weaken the wider network of independent organisations that keeps public debate alive. When community offices become police targets, even groups not directly involved in the investigation may begin to work more cautiously.
The reported operation also echoes previous scrutiny of Turkey's treatment of LGBTQ people and civil society, including concerns raised by international observers about restrictions on assembly and expression. The Jerusalem Post has covered the growing political pressure surrounding LGBTQ issues in Turkey and the region. [4]
For those detained and their families, however, the debate is not abstract. It means uncertainty over legal proceedings, access to support and the future of organisations that many people depend on quietly. As Turkey's authorities defend the raids as a protection measure, rights groups are likely to continue challenging both the allegations and the wider message behind them.
It's a deeply consequential moment for LGBTQ rights and civil society in Turkey.
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