Best York Community Pride Awards 2026 winners celebrated
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More than 100 guests gathered at York Racecourse to honour the city’s community champions at the 2026 York Community Pride Awards. From fundraisers and volunteers to young people, schools and grassroots teams, the evening highlighted the people making York kinder, stronger and more connected.
Essential Takeaways
A glittering York ceremony: More than 100 guests attended a three-course dinner and awards evening at York Racecourse.
Local heroes recognised: Winners included charity fundraisers, health workers, teachers, volunteers, pupils and sports teams.
Community spirit at the centre: Organisers praised people who improve everyday life without seeking attention.
Support for local opportunities: Aviva backed the event and highlighted its partnership with The Place.
A broad spread of winners: Awards celebrated individuals and organisations from across York and its surrounding communities.
York’s quiet community heroes take centre stage
The strongest message from York’s Community Pride Awards was refreshingly simple: meaningful change often starts with ordinary people doing extraordinary things. Guests gathered beneath the bright lights of York Racecourse, but the attention stayed firmly on those who give their time, energy and care to others.
The evening included a three-course meal, finalist celebrations and a ceremony hosted by ITV Calendar’s Duncan Wood. According to York Press coverage, Britain’s Got Talent performer Finley Barrett-Carter also welcomed finalists and their supporters, adding a touch of showbusiness sparkle to an otherwise deeply local occasion.
Meet the 2026 York Community Pride winners
The awards covered a wide range of achievements, reflecting the many ways people contribute to city life. Alison Goude received Charity Fundraiser of the Year, while Ella Bond was named Health Service Hero.
Grace Kirby won Young Person of the Year, and Lexi Medforth took the Against All Odds award. Lord Deramore’s Primary School was named School of the Year, with Rosie Stuart recognised as Education Hero of the Year.
Sporting success went to Rawcliffe Rovers Under-16s Football. Tim Bryan won Volunteer of the Year, Urban Wild Youth Group received Best Community Project, and Ceri Wright was honoured with the Outstanding Contribution Award.
That variety matters. It shows community work isn't confined to a boardroom or a formal charity role. Sometimes it looks like organising activities for young people, coaching a football team, supporting pupils or simply showing up, week after week.
Why partnerships make a difference in York
Aviva, the event’s headline sponsor, used the evening to underline the value of businesses working alongside local organisations. Holly Hennell, York Community Impact Manager at Aviva, highlighted partnerships with The Place and the York Pride of Place Board.
The Place provides activities for children, young people and adults in York, while place-based initiatives such as these can help turn broad ambitions into practical support. Aviva’s wider work on local action also points to the importance of sustained partnerships rather than one-off gestures, according to the company’s sustainability coverage.
That approach is increasingly visible across York. Recent awards programmes linked to enterprise, sustainability and local business have also shown how recognition can shine a light on projects that might otherwise remain below the radar.
Recognition can lift the whole city
Awards don't solve every challenge facing a community, but they can do something valuable: they tell people their effort has been noticed. That can be especially powerful for volunteers and grassroots groups, where the work is often carried out quietly and with limited resources.
The wider awards landscape in York has been reflecting a similar appetite for celebrating local achievement. Coverage of the Visit York Awards and business-focused honours has highlighted the city's creative, commercial and civic strengths, while sustainability awards have recognised practical work by students and institutions.
There’s a warm, slightly humbling lesson here. A city’s character isn't only found in its landmarks or visitor numbers; it’s also visible in the people who make neighbours feel supported and shared spaces feel more welcoming.
What the ceremony says about York’s future
In his speech, Press Editor Ben Hardy described the awards as a celebration of community in a world that can feel divided. His comments placed the ceremony in a wider context, presenting the finalists and winners as examples of compassion, resilience and civic pride.
Host Duncan Wood also acknowledged the difficult job of choosing individual winners from such a strong group of finalists. That sentiment feels fitting, because the event’s real success was arguably the collective picture it created: a city full of people willing to help, organise, teach, coach and encourage others.
As York continues to develop, those local networks will matter. The businesses, charities, schools and volunteers recognised at the ceremony offer a useful reminder that lasting progress is usually built from the ground up.
A small award can create a big moment of recognition for the people who keep York moving.
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