Best Leicester Pride Parade Guide for a Joyful City Celebration
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Crowds are heading to Leicester Pride for a colourful parade, live entertainment and a welcoming celebration of LGBTQ+ community life. With thousands expected through the city centre and Abbey Park, the event matters not only as a lively day out, but as a powerful show of visibility, belonging and support.
Essential Takeaways
A major city-centre parade: Around 3,500 people joined the procession through Leicester’s central streets.
Abbey Park is the main destination: The wider celebration was expected to attract up to 20,000 visitors.
A message of visibility: Organisers describe Pride as a space where people can feel comfortable being themselves.
Live entertainment adds sparkle: The programme included stage acts and a Lady Gaga tribute performance.
Plan for crowds: Comfortable shoes, a charged phone and a meeting point can make the day much easier.
Leicester Pride brings colour to the city centre
Leicester Pride turned the city centre into a moving ribbon of flags, music and bright outfits, with about 3,500 people taking part in the parade. The procession began outside the Curve theatre before winding through familiar shopping streets and landmarks on its way towards Abbey Park.
The route took in places including Rutland Street, Humberstone Gate, the Clock Tower, Gallowtree Gate and Jubilee Square. It was the sort of spectacle that makes an ordinary Saturday feel wonderfully different, with cheering crowds lining the pavements and participants bringing plenty of personality to the streets.
ITV Central’s coverage of Leicester Pride has highlighted the event’s role as one of the city’s major annual community gatherings. That combination of celebration and public visibility remains at the heart of why Pride continues to draw such broad support.
Why the parade still matters
Leicester Pride chairman Martyn Parker said the event was about “visibility, community and creating a place where people can be completely themselves”. That message gives the day a deeper purpose beneath the glitter, banners and upbeat soundtrack.
The parade offers LGBTQ+ people and allies a chance to stand together in public, while also making the city’s support visible to passers-by. Leicester Pride’s own information describes the organisation as focused on celebrating LGBTQ+ life and promoting inclusion, helping explain why the occasion feels both festive and meaningful.
For many visitors, that welcome is the most memorable part. A parade can be loud and colourful, but its real strength is the simple sight of people finding their crowd.
Abbey Park became the big Pride destination
After the procession, the celebration continued at Abbey Park, where organisers expected as many as 20,000 people over the afternoon and evening. The move to the park gave the event more room for performances, stalls and socialising away from the tighter city-centre route.
ITV Central previously reported that Leicester Pride was moving to Abbey Park as it marked its 15th anniversary. The larger setting reflects how the event has grown, while offering visitors space to pause, meet friends and enjoy the atmosphere at a less hurried pace.
Leicester Pride’s parade information also encourages people to see the procession as part of a wider day rather than the whole event. In practical terms, that means planning for a full afternoon, especially if you want to catch entertainment after the march arrives.
Live music keeps the celebration moving
The main stage featured performers including Fanny Burns and Donna Marie, whose Lady Gaga tribute brought a generous dose of pop drama to the programme. It’s a fitting match for Pride, where bold costumes, big choruses and a little theatrical excess are very much part of the fun.
University and community event listings have also promoted Leicester Pride as a chance to celebrate together, rather than simply watch from the sidelines. That spirit is reflected in the mix of stage entertainment, parade participation and informal meet-ups across the park.
If you’re attending, comfortable footwear is a sensible choice. The route and park can involve plenty of walking, and the most enjoyable Pride days tend to be the ones where you can stay for one more song without regretting your shoes.
Simple ways to enjoy Leicester Pride
Start by checking the official Leicester Pride information before setting off, particularly for parade arrangements, timings and any access updates. The event’s popularity means central roads and public transport may feel busier than usual, so arriving early can take the pressure off.
Choose a meeting point in advance if you’re going with friends, keep essentials in a small bag and bring water where practical. A portable phone charger is useful too, particularly if you’re taking photos or trying to find people in a busy park.
Most importantly, leave room for spontaneity. The best moments may be a surprising costume, a familiar face in the crowd or a chorus everyone seems to know. Leicester Pride works because it feels organised enough to bring people together, yet open enough for everyone to make the day their own.
A bright parade can fill the streets, but the real celebration is the sense of belonging it leaves behind.
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