San Francisco Drag King Contest Marks 30 Years With Dirty 30
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Performers and fans are heading to San Francisco’s Great American Music Hall for Dirty 30, a celebratory drag king contest built around comedy, music and bold challenges to traditional masculinity. The anniversary night also brings a pioneering performer back to the scene, while raising money for animal welfare groups that support pets and their people.
A landmark San Francisco drag show gets gloriously cheeky
Thirty years is a serious milestone, but the San Francisco Drag King Contest isn't treating it quietly. Its Dirty 30 celebration promises a lively evening of parody, performance and deliberately unruly humour, with the Great American Music Hall set to host performers from the Bay Area and beyond.
The event is hosted by Fudgie Frottage and Sister Roma, with Trixxie Carr, Fontaine Blue and Papi Churro on the judging panel, according to the San Francisco Chronicle. DJ Junkyard will handle the soundtrack, so expect the room to feel less like a formal anniversary and more like a joyful, glittery reunion. (Sources: [2], [3])
What to expect from Dirty 30
The line-up includes Leigh Crow, Rusty Hips, Madd Dogg 20/20, Misterrr and Howie Weenis, alongside a large-scale “Lipsynch For Your Life” segment. That mix of character work, musical performance and quick-fire spectacle is central to the contest’s appeal.
For first-time visitors, the atmosphere is likely to be knowingly theatrical rather than polished in a conventional sense. Drag king shows thrive on exaggeration, playful swagger and the deliciously awkward business of taking masculine stereotypes apart and rebuilding them on stage. (Sources: [2], [3])
Mo B. Dick returns to the San Francisco scene
One of the evening’s biggest draws is Mo B. Dick, a pioneering drag king whose connection with San Francisco began in 1995. His return adds a generous slice of history to the anniversary, linking the city’s early drag king community with the wider art form that followed.
Dick later appeared as T-Bone in John Waters’ 1998 cult film Pecker, helping introduce a drag king character to a broader audience. The appearance is a reminder that drag kings have long moved between underground performance spaces, film, nightlife and community organising. (Sources: [1], [6])
Why drag king history matters
Dick has also helped preserve that story through DragKingHistory.com, a community-funded archive documenting performers and the development of drag king culture. It offers useful context for anyone who sees the art form only through its most recent mainstream appearances.
That history matters because drag king performance isn't simply a mirror image of drag queen culture. It has its own traditions, jokes, politics and vocabulary, often using camp and parody to question who gets to perform masculinity, and what that performance is supposed to look like. (Sources: [5], [7])
A party with a practical purpose
The Dirty 30 fundraiser will support Rocket Dog Rescue and PAWS, an organisation that helps people living with HIV and other disabling illnesses care for their companion animals. That gives the night a welcome second act beyond the stage lights and loud applause.
For audiences, it also makes the event feel particularly San Franciscan: exuberant, irreverent and community-minded at the same time. If you're considering going, check the venue and ticket details before travelling, then arrive ready for a noisy, playful night where the costume changes may be as entertaining as the competition itself. (Sources: [2], [4])
A little glitter, a lot of attitude and a good cause make Dirty 30 a fitting San Francisco anniversary.
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