Millport Pride brings an inclusive first march to Cumbrae
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Residents and visitors are getting ready for Millport Pride, the Isle of Cumbrae's first dedicated Pride march. Setting off from Kames Bay and ending at the pier, the September event will combine celebration with family activities, community stalls and a clear message that LGBTQ+ visibility belongs everywhere, not only in Scotland's biggest cities.
Essential Takeaways
First island march: Millport Pride will create a new annual LGBTQ+ gathering for the seaside community.
Route and timing: The march will travel from Kames Bay to Millport pier on Saturday, 12 September.
Something for everyone: Plans include stalls, a youth zone, family area, quiet space and entertainment.
Local support: Organisers say residents, businesses, organisations and North Ayrshire Council have backed the event.
A wider message: The day aims to celebrate diversity while challenging discrimination and hate.
Millport's first Pride march is more than a parade
There'll be colour, music and plenty of island energy when the march leaves Kames Bay, but Millport Pride is designed to do more than provide a cheerful afternoon by the water. It gives LGBTQ+ residents a chance to celebrate close to home, with the route ending at the pier before the wider programme begins. Gaycation lists the same Kames Bay-to-pier route and September date for the event. [4]
That local focus matters. For people living on an island, attending a large Pride event can involve ferry connections, travel costs and a full day away from home. Millport's organisers want the celebration to feel accessible, familiar and properly rooted in the community, rather than something residents have to seek elsewhere. [2]
A colourful day planned for the whole community
The event will continue beyond the march, with community stalls, entertainment in local pubs, a youth zone, family area and a quiet space. That mix should make the day feel less like a single procession and more like a welcoming community festival, where people can dip in and out at their own pace. [6]
The quiet area is a particularly thoughtful touch. Pride can be lively and crowded, but not everyone enjoys noise, busy spaces or constant activity. Providing a calmer option makes the event more comfortable for children, families and anyone who needs a breather between the excitement. [5]
Why visibility matters on a Scottish island
Millport Pride chair Salena Bagley MBE has highlighted the support coming from residents, local businesses, organisations and public representatives. Her message is straightforward: visibility can help celebrate difference, challenge prejudice and bring people together in a place where everyone knows the importance of community. [5]
Treasurer Pam Currie has also stressed the importance of holding Pride on Cumbrae itself. For young LGBTQ+ people in particular, a local event can offer a sense of belonging without requiring a journey to Glasgow or another major city. That may sound like a small change, but it can make support feel much more real. [2]
A safer, more welcoming Pride for young people
The programme's youth zone and family area suggest that organisers are thinking carefully about who needs to feel included. Pride isn't only for seasoned campaigners or visitors arriving in elaborate outfits. It can also be a first chance for a young person to see their identity treated openly and positively in their own neighbourhood. [6]
Organisers have pointed to rising hostility and online abuse affecting LGBTQ+ people, which gives the event a serious purpose alongside its celebratory side. Scottish Greens co-leader Ross Greer has backed the festival and described Pride as both a celebration of diversity and a response to discrimination. [5]
What visitors should know before travelling
Anyone planning to attend should check the official Millport Pride information before setting off, particularly for ferry arrangements, timings and any changes to the programme. The march is expected to begin at Kames Bay and finish at the pier, so comfortable shoes and a little planning will make the day easier. [6]
It'll also be worth allowing time to explore the stalls and local venues after the march. Millport's seaside setting gives the occasion a relaxed backdrop, while the island-wide support could help turn a first event into a lasting fixture in the local calendar. [3]
A Pride celebration doesn't need a huge city skyline to make a big impression.
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