How Our Fund Supports LGBTQ+ Community Organisations in South Florida
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South Florida’s Our Fund is directing philanthropy towards LGBTQ+ equality, social justice and practical support, helping local organisations respond to needs ranging from housing and healthcare to food security and youth services. Its approach offers donors a more connected way to back community-led change where it matters most.
Essential Takeaways
Focused grantmaking: Our Fund supports projects serving LGBTQ+ residents and wider communities across South Florida.
Practical priorities: Funding can reach healthcare, housing, food access, mental-health support, education and civil rights.
Community-led approach: The organisation works with donors, charities and advocates to identify urgent needs.
Broad partnerships: Supported groups include service providers, community centres and health organisations.
A changing landscape: Dedicated funds are helping LGBTQ+ organisations build resilience as demand for services grows.
A community foundation with a clear purpose
Philanthropy can sometimes feel distant, all polished reports and grand promises. Our Fund takes a more grounded approach, linking donors with organisations tackling everyday pressures such as finding a safe home, accessing medical care or supporting a young person who needs somewhere to turn.
According to Our Fund’s statement of purpose, its role is to inspire giving and strengthen the LGBTQ+ community while promoting equality, dignity and opportunity. That focus gives its work a practical edge, particularly when local charities are balancing rising demand with stretched resources.
The organisation’s history also reflects a long-term commitment rather than a short-lived campaign. Its story describes an effort to build lasting philanthropic support for LGBTQ+ people and allies across South Florida.
Where the money makes a difference
The most visible part of Our Fund’s work is its grantmaking. Funding has supported organisations including Broward House, SunServe and the Pride Center at Equality Park, each serving different needs but sharing a focus on inclusion and community wellbeing.
Broward House works with people living with HIV, including through housing and care coordination. SunServe offers services spanning counselling, youth support, senior programmes and family assistance, while the Pride Center provides a welcoming setting for health, cultural, social and wellbeing activities.
Our Fund’s community investment work also connects to wider support for groups such as Compass Community Center, Food For Life Network, the AIDS Healthcare Foundation and the SMART Ride. Together, those partnerships show how charitable funding can reach both immediate relief and longer-term support.
Why dedicated LGBTQ+ funding still matters
A specialist fund can spot gaps that broader giving may overlook. LGBTQ+ organisations often work across several pressures at once, from mental health and housing insecurity to discrimination, ageing and access to appropriate healthcare.
That need has become especially clear during public-health emergencies, economic uncertainty and periods of intensified debate around LGBTQ+ rights. Our Fund’s purpose is not simply to distribute money, but to help strengthen the organisations that communities rely on when circumstances become difficult.
The launch of the Pillars Fund is one example of that resilience-building approach. Our Fund says the initiative is designed to reinforce LGBTQ+ organisations in South Florida, giving them additional support as they develop and sustain their work.
A smarter route for donors
For donors, the appeal is straightforward: giving through a community foundation can offer local knowledge, relationships and a clearer view of where support is most useful. Instead of choosing a cause in isolation, contributors can work through an organisation already connected to service providers and community advocates.
That doesn't mean every donor should give in exactly the same way. Some may prefer direct support for healthcare or food access, while others may want to fund youth programmes, civil rights or organisational capacity. The useful first step is to check how a fund assesses grants, reports impact and updates its priorities.
Our Fund’s community investment model places collaboration at the centre. It brings donors, nonprofit leaders and advocates into the same conversation, which sounds simple but can make funding more responsive and less fragmented.
The wider picture is built locally
Recent grant activity underlines the value of partnerships. The Our Fund Foundation and the Community Foundation of Broward have awarded $300,000 in grants for LGBTQ+ social justice and equity, showing how joint funding can expand the reach of local initiatives.
That kind of collaboration matters because smaller organisations often understand their communities exceptionally well, even when they lack the reserves of larger charities. Flexible, informed funding can help them keep services steady, respond to new challenges and plan beyond the next emergency.
Our Fund is led by Executive Director David Jobin, alongside a board of philanthropic, business and civic leaders. As leadership and board memberships can change, anyone considering support should check the organisation's official website for the latest details.
Charitable giving is at its strongest when it feels less like a transaction and more like a relationship. In South Florida, Our Fund is helping turn that idea into practical support for people and organisations doing the work every day.
It's a reminder that lasting change often starts with listening locally.
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