Call for Papers on Remembering Queer African Lives
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Scholars and cultural workers are being invited to submit papers on queer African lives, memory and contested archives for the African Literature Association’s 2027 meeting at the University of Delaware. The call explores how stories of same-sex desire, gender variance and nonnormative intimacy are preserved, coded or erased, with abstracts due by 15 October 2026.
A new conversation about queer African archives
The call centres on a deceptively simple question: what counts as an archive? For the organisers, the answer extends far beyond shelves, databases and official records. Memoirs, oral histories, films, performances, visual art, literature, language, places and lived experience can all hold traces of queer African existence.
That broader view matters because memory isn't neutral. It can be selective, reshaped by the present or guarded for safety, especially where queerness is wrongly described as un-African. The result is an archive that may feel less like a tidy collection and more like a room filled with half-heard voices, coded references and stories waiting to be recognised.
Why memory, silence and language matter
The panel asks contributors to examine how queer African lives have been remembered, represented, transmitted or concealed across time. It also invites work on the scholars, writers, artists, activists and cultural workers whose contributions helped shape queer African studies but may still sit outside mainstream academic histories.
This emphasis gives the project a welcome human scale. It isn't only about recovering documents; it's about asking who had the power to record, who was allowed to interpret and who remains missing from the story. Research groups focused on African literatures similarly underline the value of interdisciplinary approaches, bringing literary study into conversation with history, culture and social research.
What kinds of papers are welcome?
The organisers are open to approaches spanning literary criticism, cultural studies, performance, film, visual culture and oral history. Papers might explore a single work, a community memory, an overlooked figure or the ways language carries experiences that formal records fail to preserve.
Contributors could also consider how archives are shaped by geography, translation and access. A story held in family memory, an artistic gesture or a coded literary passage may offer important evidence, while still demanding careful interpretation. That makes this a strong opportunity for researchers interested in queer African studies, African literatures and the politics of historical knowledge.
A conference theme with a future-facing edge
The panel forms part of the African Literature Association's annual meeting, whose wider theme is "Archives of the Past, Present, and Future of African Literatures". The event will take place at the University of Delaware from 2 to 4 June 2027.
Its focus isn't simply retrospective. The call also asks what future queer African archives might look like, and how they could become more inclusive, accessible and accountable to the communities whose histories they preserve. That forward-looking element is particularly important: an archive isn't only a record of what happened, but a tool that influences whose lives can be imagined and valued next.
Key dates and submission requirements
Researchers should submit an abstract of no more than 250 words, alongside a brief biography of up to 100 words. Materials must be sent to queerafricanstudiesala@gmail.com by 15 October 2026.
The call is sponsored by the Queer African Studies Caucus of the African Literature Association. For anyone working across literature, history, gender studies, performance or cultural memory, it offers a focused forum for work that may not fit comfortably within traditional archival categories. Sometimes the most important records are the ones institutions never thought to keep.
A thoughtful submission could help make those living archives harder to ignore.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [4]- Paragraph 2: [3], [5]- Paragraph 3: [6], [7]- Paragraph 4: [2], [3]- Paragraph 5: [4], [5]- Paragraph 6: [6], [7]- Paragraph 7: [2], [4]- Paragraph 8: [3], [5]- Paragraph 9: [6], [7]- Paragraph 10: [2], [3]- Paragraph 11: [4], [5]- Paragraph 12: [6], [7]- Paragraph 13: [2], [4]- Paragraph 14: [3], [5]- Paragraph 15: [6], [7]- Paragraph 16: [2], [3]
Bibliography
1. https://africanlit.org/cfp-remembering-queer-african-lives-living-archives-contested-pasts-and-possible-futures/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.aegis-eu.org/collaborative-research-groups/crg-african-literatures - The Collaborative Research Group (CRG) African Literatures is a forum for interdisciplinary exchange, aiming to promote African literature within the humanities and social sciences. It facilitates collaboration between scholars in Europe and Africa, focusing on African literary culture. The CRG-AL co-organised the conference 'Female, Queer and Nonbinary Voices in African Literature: Bodies, Ecologies, Herstories' on 8 September 2026 at the University of Leicester. This event underscores the group's commitment to advancing African literary studies and fostering international scholarly dialogue.
https://www.asawomenscaucus.com/about-1 - Established in 1970, the African Studies Association's Women's Caucus promotes the study of women and gender within African studies. It aims to ensure active and representative roles for women within the African Studies Association (ASA) and develop scholarly and activist links with women in Africa. The Caucus organises events such as the Women's Caucus Luncheon at the ASA Annual Meeting, featuring distinguished lecturers. Membership is open to those interested in advancing these objectives, with opportunities to join and participate in various initiatives.
https://www.acla.org/annual-meeting - The American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) hosts an annual meeting, with the 2027 conference scheduled for May 20-23 at the University of Houston. This event serves as a significant gathering for scholars in the field of comparative literature, offering seminars, workshops, and networking opportunities. The conference aims to foster interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration among participants, reflecting the ACLA's commitment to advancing the study of literature across cultures and languages.
https://www.queerafricanstudiesassociation.com/about-qasa - The Queer African Studies Association (QASA) is an inclusive group of scholars and activists interrogating the meanings of 'queer' and 'African.' Recognising the multifaceted nature of these terms, QASA welcomes individuals interested in exploring their intersections. Beyond intellectual engagement, the association advocates for queer lives and bodies on the continent, supporting African queer scholars and activists. QASA seeks to connect queer African studies scholarship to wider audiences, fostering a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding of African queer experiences.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Studies_Association - The African Studies Association (ASA), founded in 1957, is a US-based association of scholars, students, practitioners, and institutions with an interest in Africa. It is the leading organisation of African Studies in North America, with a global membership of approximately 2,000. The ASA holds annual conferences and virtual events for its members year-round, providing a platform for scholarly exchange and collaboration on African studies topics.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Literature_Association - The African Literature Association (ALA), established in 1974, is an independent non-profit professional society dedicated to promoting literary and cultural studies related to Africa and its diasporic populations. Open to scholars, teachers, and writers worldwide, the ALA affirms the primacy of African peoples in shaping the future of African literature and actively supports their struggle for liberation. The association organises annual conferences and publishes scholarly works to advance the field of African literary studies.
image1.jpg




