Al Green Calls for Hormone Treatment for Transgender ICE Detainees
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Supporters and critics are clashing over medical care for transgender immigrants in ICE custody after Congressman Al Green addressed the issue at a Houston press conference. The debate centres on whether hormone treatment and related care should continue for detainees, as well as how federal officials should handle housing, safety and dignity in detention.
Essential Takeaways
Green’s position: The Texas Democrat says people in government custody should receive necessary medical care, regardless of identity.
Houston event: Green appeared with local LGBTQ+ advocacy representatives to discuss conditions affecting transgender detainees.
Main dispute: Critics object to taxpayer-funded hormone treatment, while supporters describe it as essential healthcare.
Housing concerns: Green said changes to detention arrangements could leave transgender women housed with men or in isolation.
Wider context: The argument sits inside a broader fight over immigration enforcement, detention standards and federal spending.
Why this issue has returned to the spotlight
The sharpest disagreement is over what counts as necessary healthcare in immigration detention. At a Houston event, Green argued that the government has a duty to provide medical attention to people in its custody, including transgender detainees who need hormone treatment.
According to The Gateway Pundit, Green appeared alongside the Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus and the Montrose Center. The gathering was framed as a response to concerns about medical treatment and protections for transgender immigrants held by Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
That makes the issue more than a dispute about one prescription. It raises a basic question about detention: does the government’s responsibility begin and end with emergency care, or does it include ongoing treatment for diagnosed or established health needs?
Green says care should not depend on identity
Green told attendees that medical attention shouldn't be withheld because of who someone is. He linked the argument to his own experience of discrimination and said people held by the state shouldn't lose access to care simply because they belong to a particular community.
His office had already raised concerns with Department of Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin, according to the congressman's announcement. The letter reportedly questioned changes affecting transgender detainees and alleged that specialised treatment had been stopped in several cities.
The Montrose Center's Daron Perez focused on the uncertainty detainees may face, including whether they’ll receive hormones, be treated respectfully and remain safe. That human detail matters because detention is already an unsettling experience, and uncertainty over medication can make it feel even more precarious.
The taxpayer argument is driving the backlash
Opponents see the matter differently. Conservative outlets including Breitbart and The Daily Wire have described the policy dispute as a question of taxpayer-funded hormone treatment for people who entered the country illegally. That framing has helped turn a detention-health debate into a flashpoint in the wider immigration argument.
Supporters, meanwhile, argue that immigration status shouldn't determine whether someone receives medically necessary care while the government is holding them. They also point out that detainees remain under federal control, rather than living freely in the community.
That distinction is central. People can disagree about immigration enforcement while still asking what minimum healthcare standards should apply behind a government-run fence. The politics are loud, but the practical question is fairly straightforward: what treatment is clinically required, who authorises it and how is it monitored?
Housing and safety add another layer
Medical care is only part of Green's complaint. He also criticised the reported end of a previous arrangement that placed some transgender women in dedicated detention units, saying detainees could instead be housed with men or held in solitary confinement.
That creates a difficult balance between safety, privacy and operational realities. Detention centres need workable rules, but broad categories can create risks for people who may already be vulnerable. Solitary confinement, in particular, carries serious emotional and psychological concerns when used for protection rather than discipline.
The advocacy groups at the Houston event want officials to explain how decisions are made and what safeguards exist. For families and campaigners, transparency may be nearly as important as the policy itself.
What happens next in the detention debate?
The dispute is likely to continue as the Trump administration faces pressure over immigration enforcement and conditions inside ICE facilities. Green has separately criticised the administration and ICE in congressional remarks, so his latest appearance fits into a longer-running political campaign rather than a one-off statement.
For now, the competing narratives remain stark. Critics see an inappropriate use of public money, while Green and his allies see a basic obligation to care for people held by the state. Neither side is likely to shift easily, particularly while immigration remains one of Washington's most polarising subjects.
The clearest path forward would be public evidence: medical standards, treatment decisions, housing policies and independent oversight. Without that information, the debate risks becoming more about slogans than the day-to-day reality inside detention facilities.
A humane detention system still has to answer hard questions about cost, safety and clinical need.
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