Wisconsin LGBT Chamber wins 2026 national business award
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Wisconsin's LGBT Chamber of Commerce has been named the 2026 NGLCC Affiliate Chamber of the Year, recognising its statewide growth, business programmes and support for LGBTQ+ and allied companies. The honour, presented in San Diego, highlights why the chamber's practical, long-term approach matters to entrepreneurs navigating a shifting economic and political climate.
Essential Takeaways
National recognition: The chamber received NGLCC's top honour for an affiliate organisation.
Statewide reach: Its work supports LGBTQ+ and allied businesses across Wisconsin.
Practical programmes: Offerings include LEAD webinars, Entrepreneur Bootcamp and Business Leadership Academy.
Second win: This is the organisation's second Affiliate Chamber of the Year award, after its 2015 success.
A wider network: NGLCC's network includes more than 50 affiliate chambers across the United States.
A major national honour for Wisconsin
The Wisconsin LGBT Chamber of Commerce has added another significant accolade to its name, taking home the 2026 NGLCC Affiliate Chamber of the Year award. The honour was presented at the National LGBTQ+ and Allied Chamber of Commerce's International Business and Leadership Conference in San Diego.
It isn't simply a ceremonial prize. The award recognises an affiliate chamber that remains energetic, relevant and effective in its local business community, while also providing a strong collective voice. According to Wisconsin LGBT Chamber and local coverage, the recipient is chosen through a peer review involving previous award winners.
Growth with a distinctly practical focus
The recognition follows several years of expansion for the chamber, including increased membership, stronger corporate relationships and more opportunities for networking and learning. Its approach feels deliberately hands-on, offering support to businesses at different points in their development rather than relying on one flagship event.
Newer initiatives include the LEAD webinar series, while longer-running programmes such as Entrepreneur Bootcamp and the Business Leadership Academy continue to provide structured education. Reports from Wisconsin business and community publications describe a chamber focused not just on visibility, but on creating useful connections and skills that members can take back to work.
Why sustainable support matters now
The award comes during a complicated period for organisations working on LGBTQ+ inclusion. Economic uncertainty, political debate and changes in the legal environment have made it more important for business networks to offer dependable support rather than occasional bursts of attention.
Jason Rae, the chamber's president and chief executive, said in the organisation's announcement that the aim has been to grow in a sustainable way while maintaining strong services. That distinction matters. A bigger membership list may look impressive, but members tend to notice the quieter details, such as whether programmes are consistent, accessible and genuinely useful.
A rare second win
This isn't the Wisconsin LGBT Chamber's first time at the top. The organisation previously received the NGLCC Affiliate Chamber of the Year award in 2015, making the 2026 result a second national win. It has also been recognised for community impact, programming and communications, alongside receiving NGLCC's Rising Star Chamber Award in 2014.
The repeat success places Wisconsin among the more established organisations in NGLCC's national network, which includes more than 50 affiliate chambers. Coverage from Madison365 and Our Lives Wisconsin suggests the latest award is being viewed as a measure of sustained performance, rather than a one-off moment.
What comes next for members and partners?
For the chamber, the immediate challenge is to turn recognition into momentum. That could mean widening access to educational programmes, deepening corporate partnerships and continuing to connect businesses outside the state's largest urban centres.
Rae said the award reinforces the organisation's commitment to keep showing up and building an economy where LGBTQ+ and allied businesses can thrive. It's a confident message, but also a grounded one: for many small business owners, progress is measured in practical introductions, useful advice and the reassurance that their business community has their back.
It's a national award, but its real value will be felt in Wisconsin's everyday business relationships.
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