LPL Pride Advisor Forum to Support LGBTQ Financial Advisers
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Advisers are turning strong interest in LGBTQ-focused sessions at LPL Financial's recent Focus gathering into a new standalone event, designed to share practical planning knowledge, build confidence and create a stronger sense of belonging across the advice profession.
Essential Takeaways
A new forum is planned: LPL's Pride Advisor Forum is expected to launch in 2027.
Interest is already clear: More than 100 LGBTQ advisers and allies attended a Pride-focused gathering around the latest Focus conference.
Practical topics matter: Sessions covered tax, estate planning, marketing and communication for LGBTQ clients.
The audience is growing: Gallup data cited by Financial Planning found that around 9% of US adults identify as LGBTQ or something other than straight.
The format is still being shaped: Organisers are considering both the timing and location of the new event.
A small conference session sparked a bigger idea
The strongest signal came from the room itself. LPL's four-hour Focus on Pride event attracted more than 100 LGBTQ advisers and allies, while a separate Pride meet-up added an informal chance to swap experiences over a drink.
That response helped turn a long-running conversation into a concrete plan. According to Financial Planning, Marci Bair of Bair Financial Planning and other members of LPL's Pride Advisor Network are now working towards a standalone forum in 2027.
It isn't hard to see why the idea gained momentum. LPL's Focus events bring together thousands of advisers, making them a useful stage for specialist conversations as well as headline announcements. The company has described Focus as one of its largest adviser gatherings, underlining the scale available to groups within its wider network.
Why LGBTQ-focused advice deserves its own space
For advisers, the event isn't simply about visibility. It also tackles the practical details that can make financial planning more relevant for LGBTQ clients, from estate and tax issues to language, family structures and client communications.
Those details can be easy to overlook in a generic seminar. A dedicated room gives advisers permission to ask the questions they may otherwise avoid, and to compare experiences without having to explain the basics first. Bair told Financial Planning that attendees left with greater confidence around terminology and planning considerations.
There is also a human benefit. Several advisers described the industry as changeable and, at times, uncomfortable for LGBTQ professionals. Seeing peers in the room can provide a quiet but powerful reassurance: you're not the only one navigating it.
The advice sector is becoming more visibly inclusive
The planned forum joins a relatively small group of LGBTQ-focused initiatives in financial services, including specialist adviser networks, professional education groups and industry gatherings. That makes LPL's move notable, particularly as some businesses have reduced their public emphasis on diversity.
Meanwhile, LPL continues to position its wider conference programme around adviser support, technology and investment expertise. Company announcements about Focus have highlighted the event's role in bringing together its growing adviser community, while recent corporate updates have stressed platform scale and service investment.
That wider backdrop matters. Inclusion is not just an internal culture issue when advisers are also trying to serve a changing client base. Gallup figures reported by Financial Planning suggest that the share of US adults identifying as LGBTQ or something other than straight has risen substantially since 2012.
What advisers should look for in the new forum
The final date and venue have yet to be settled, and organisers are weighing whether San Diego or a more central location would work best. For attendees, the most useful choice may be a venue that balances accessibility with the relaxed atmosphere that helped the earlier gatherings work.
Content will be just as important as the setting. A strong LGBTQ financial adviser conference should combine technical sessions, such as trusts, tax and estate planning, with practical guidance on marketing, inclusive language and building client trust. The best programmes won't treat inclusion as a slogan; they'll make it useful on Monday morning.
Advisers considering similar events should also look beyond the stage. Networking, peer discussion and introductions to experienced specialists can be every bit as valuable as a formal panel. Sometimes the most helpful takeaway is a simple sentence from someone who's already solved the problem you're facing.
A longer table for advisers and clients
The new forum reflects a broader commercial reality: firms want to serve more people, and clients increasingly notice whether a business understands their lives. LPL's leadership presence at the Pride event, alongside support from firms including Lincoln Financial, Nationwide and Goldman Sachs, suggests that the conversation has moved beyond a niche side meeting.
The challenge now is consistency. One annual event can create momentum, but lasting confidence comes from training, visible support and everyday client practices that match the message. Still, a packed room is a promising start.
For LGBTQ advisers and their allies, the planned forum could offer something the industry has often lacked: a place to learn, compare notes and feel at home at the same time.
A dedicated room can make a lasting difference when it helps advisers serve every client with greater confidence.
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