Latest Black Queer Futures Issue Celebrates Hope, Joy And Change
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Readers can pre-order DIVA's Black Queer Futures Issue, guest-edited by Lady Phyll, ahead of its 18 September release. Featuring T’Nia Miller, Hayley Kiyoko, Liv Little and Joy Oladokun, the special edition brings together interviews, activism, wellbeing and community stories that imagine a more hopeful future for Black queer and gender-diverse readers.
Essential Takeaways
A powerful cover star: Actor T’Nia Miller leads the issue, with conversation about storytelling, creativity and the world around her.
A broad cultural mix: Hayley Kiyoko, Liv Little, Joy Oladokun and Vico Ortiz are among the featured names.
Real-life community stories: Topics include non-binary dating, academia, mental health, solidarity and queer relationships.
A hopeful editorial focus: Guest editor Lady Phyll frames the issue around imagining better Black queer futures.
Available to pre-order: The magazine is due to be sent out on 18 September through DIVA Direct.
DIVA puts Black queer futures centre stage
The new DIVA issue arrives with a clear sense of purpose. Rather than treating representation as a box to tick, the Black Queer Futures Issue looks at what a fairer, more joyful tomorrow might actually feel like.
That ambition is reflected in its cover choice. T’Nia Miller, known for roles including The Haunting Of Bly Manor, is featured after a year that has also seen her join Marvel's VisionQuest as Jocasta. The actor has also co-founded creative venture GAFF, adding another strand to a career built around visibility and storytelling.
For readers, the appeal is immediate: this isn't simply a celebrity-led edition. It's a magazine trying to connect culture, politics and everyday queer life in the same conversation.
T’Nia Miller leads a starry issue
Miller's Marvel casting gives the edition an obvious pop-culture hook. Coverage from CinemaBlend has highlighted the unusual nature of the Jocasta role, while GamesRadar has reported that VisionQuest is expected to explore the emotional aftermath of Tony Stark's death. That makes Miller's inclusion especially timely for fans following the next chapter of the Marvel universe.
Still, the issue appears more interested in the person behind the headline than in a casting announcement alone. Its interview promises a discussion of the state of the world and the power of stories, themes that feel particularly relevant when screen representation can shape how audiences understand identity and belonging.
It's a smart pairing. A major genre role draws new readers in, while the wider conversation gives the feature more weight than a standard entertainment profile.
Hayley Kiyoko brings unapologetic lesbian joy
Hayley Kiyoko is another major name in the line-up, with a feature that celebrates her openness and long-standing connection with LGBTQIA+ audiences. LGBTQ Nation has described her work and public voice as part of a wider space for hopeful queer, sapphic love, while Who What Wear has revisited the cultural impact of her music and the "Girls Like Girls" era.
That history matters because Kiyoko's appeal has never been limited to catchy pop. For many fans, her work offered a direct, uncomplicated kind of recognition at a time when mainstream lesbian representation could still feel cautious or diluted.
Her appearance sits neatly alongside the issue's larger message. Joy isn't presented as something frivolous or separate from activism; it becomes a form of confidence, connection and survival.
Beyond celebrity, the issue tackles everyday queer life
The most useful material may be found in the stories that don't come with a famous name attached. The issue explores dating as a non-binary person, what happens when two partners share the same sexual preference, and how Black queer people working in academia are pushing against entrenched systems.
There are also features on decolonising activism, the meaning of solidarity and trans wellbeing. Together, those subjects suggest a magazine that understands queer life as layered: political, intimate, funny, difficult and deeply ordinary all at once.
That variety should make the edition feel welcoming rather than prescriptive. You might pick it up for Miller or Kiyoko, then stay for a piece that speaks more directly to your own relationships, work or mental health.
A hopeful issue with practical purpose
Lady Phyll's guest edit gives the collection a strong organising idea: imagining a better future is worthwhile, but it also requires honesty about the barriers standing in the way. The focus on racism, activism, silence and institutional change keeps the issue grounded in reality rather than vague optimism.
At the same time, the dancefloor features, community conversations and relationship advice stop the magazine from becoming heavy reading from cover to cover. That balance is important. A future worth fighting for should also include music, flirtation, laughter and the freedom to be gloriously unremarkable.
The Black Queer Futures Issue is available to pre-order through DIVA Direct and is scheduled to be sent out on 18 September. As DIVA continues its work through the DIVA Charitable Trust, buying the magazine also supports independent queer media made for LGBTQIA+ women and gender-diverse people.
A magazine about the future feels most convincing when it makes room for joy today.
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