Best St Cloud Pride Week events for a welcoming celebration
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St Cloud Pride Week returns with a full programme of community events, outdoor gatherings and entertainment, giving LGBTQ+ people and allies across Central Minnesota plenty of ways to show support, meet others and celebrate together.
A colourful week is back in St Cloud
St Cloud Pride Week runs from Monday 14 September to Saturday 19 September, bringing one of Minnesota's biggest Pride celebrations outside Minneapolis back to the city. The programme mixes social events, performances, film, movement and plenty of opportunities to wear your support proudly. [2], [3]
Organisers are encouraging residents to make the week visible in everyday ways, whether that means displaying a Pride sign, wearing a pin or choosing a rainbow shirt. It's a small gesture, but it can make streets feel noticeably warmer and more welcoming. [5]
Pride in the Park remains the big draw
The week reaches its busiest point at Pride in the Park beside Lake George. Organisers expect roughly 6,000 visitors, around 120 stalls and between eight and 10 food vendors, creating the cheerful bustle you'd expect from a major community festival. [4], [7]
Visitors can browse local organisations, meet community groups and pick up food while enjoying the lakeside setting. The scale matters, too: organisers are positioning the event as Central Minnesota Pride, rather than something only for St Cloud residents. [4], [5]
What can you do during Pride Week?
The programme includes Pride Trivia, a Pride and Peace Walk, a screening of Rocketman, a dance party, a Puppy Parade and Pride Showcase. That variety means the celebration isn't built around one type of attendee, whether you prefer a quiet community activity, a lively night out or something suitably joyful with your dog. [2], [3]
The Puppy Parade is likely to bring its own particular brand of chaos, while the showcase and dance party offer more traditional festival energy. Checking the latest programme before travelling is sensible, as timings and venues can vary across the week. [2], [6]
New fundraising and community awards add meaning
This year's additions include a raffle supporting Pride activities, with tickets priced at $10 and a rainbow quilt as the prize. It offers visitors a simple way to contribute, even if they can't attend every event. [5], [7]
Three community awards will also recognise a business, a local community member and a healthcare practitioner. The awards underline the wider purpose of the week: celebrating the people and organisations helping LGBTQ+ residents feel seen, supported and included. [5]
Why the regional welcome matters
Organisers say people travel from across Minnesota to attend, and they're keen to build stronger links with smaller Pride celebrations around greater Minnesota. That broader approach gives the week a regional feel and makes it easier for visitors from nearby communities to see themselves in the event. [4], [5]
For first-time attendees, the best approach is simple: choose one event that suits your pace, arrive with an open mind and leave room for an unexpected conversation. Pride often works best in those unplanned moments, when a busy park or shared walk starts to feel like a genuine neighbourhood gathering. [2], [4]
Celebrate at your own pace, and help make Central Minnesota Pride feel open to everyone.
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