Best LGBTQ+ festivals in Georgia this September
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Georgia's LGBTQ+ festival calendar is still packed after Atlanta Black Pride, with Pine Lake, Gainesville and Macon offering welcoming weekends of music, drag, food and community spirit. Here's what to know before you go, from family-friendly afternoon events to late-night performances and practical planning tips.
Essential Takeaways
Pine Lake Pride: A lakeside festival on 12 September combines a community march, daytime activities and an evening drag show.
Gainesville's Equality Fest: Midland Greenway hosts art, music, drag performances and food trucks from 2pm.
Macon's multi-day celebration: The programme runs from 24 to 27 September, with a beer release, headline entertainment, a park festival and an interfaith service.
Check age guidance: Pine Lake's daytime programme is family-friendly, while the drag show is for adults aged 18 and over.
Plan around timing: Several events move from afternoon gatherings into evening parties, so comfortable shoes and a transport plan are sensible.
Georgia's Pride season is far from over
Atlanta Black Pride may have wrapped up after Labor Day weekend, but Georgia's wider LGBTQ+ calendar is keeping the energy going. The next wave of events spreads beyond the capital, giving visitors a chance to find smaller, more local celebrations with their own character.
That variety is part of the appeal. Pine Lake brings a relaxed, community-minded atmosphere, Gainesville pairs advocacy with arts and entertainment, while Macon turns its Pride weekend into a fuller cultural programme. The result feels less like one big occasion and more like a series of invitations across the state.
The continued interest follows a major Atlanta tradition. Axios reported on Atlanta Black Pride's 20-year history, underlining how established Pride events have become in the region. Now, the spotlight is also landing on towns and cities that offer a more intimate festival experience.
Pine Lake Pride mixes a lakeside march with drag
Pine Lake's annual Pride event takes place on Saturday 12 September from 2pm to 6pm. The daytime programme is designed to be family-friendly and includes a march around the lake, which should make for a particularly scenic change from the usual downtown parade route.
After a short break, the evening programme begins at 7pm with drag performances for guests aged 18 and over. It's a useful split for visitors travelling with children, as families can enjoy the afternoon before adults decide whether to stay on for the later show.
For a laid-back day out, wear shoes that can handle a walk and bring water, especially if the weather is warm. Pine Lake's festival setting suggests a gentler pace, but your schedule can still fill quickly once the march, stalls and performances get under way.
Equality Fest brings art, music and food to Gainesville
Gainesville's Equality Fest starts at 2pm on 12 September at Midland Greenway, 682 Grove Street. The event combines art, live music, drag and food trucks, creating the sort of broad programme that works for groups with different tastes.
The festival also has a practical community element. Volunteer information from the Hall County Democrats points to the organising effort behind the event, while local listings highlight its mix of entertainment and participation. That combination often gives smaller festivals a warmer, more hands-on feel.
Food trucks are another welcome detail, particularly for visitors planning to stay through the afternoon. Arriving early should make it easier to look around, choose a comfortable viewing spot and avoid turning the first meal of the day into an emergency snack hunt.
Macon Pride turns one weekend into a full city programme
Macon's Pride celebration begins on Thursday 24 September with the Lively Libations Beer Release at Piedmont Brewery and Kitchen. The following evening moves to Churchill's on Cherry for the Haus Party, featuring Jaida Essence Hall, winner of season 12 of RuPaul's Drag Race.
The main Pride in the Park gathering takes place on Saturday 26 September at Cherry Street Plaza from 2pm to 8pm. Visitors can expect performances, vendors and community groups, followed by an afterparty at the Tubman Museum from 8.30pm.
The weekend closes on Sunday with an interfaith service at Rose Parks Square, running from 4pm to 8pm. That range gives Macon Pride a notably broad shape, moving from nightlife and entertainment to outdoor celebration and reflection.
How to choose the right Georgia Pride event
If you're looking for a short, family-friendly afternoon, Pine Lake is the clearest fit. Gainesville is a good option for visitors who want a mix of creative activity, music and food, while Macon suits anyone keen to build a full weekend around several different events.
Travel plans matter, too. Check venue details and start times before leaving, particularly if you're attending more than one Macon event in a day. For evening programmes, book transport early and confirm age restrictions rather than assuming every part of a festival has the same entry policy.
The best approach is to leave room for discovery. A march, a local food truck or an unexpected performance can end up being the memorable bit, so don't plan every minute too tightly.
Georgia's September Pride calendar proves the celebration continues well beyond Atlanta, with plenty of warm, local ways to join in.
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