Best Gay TV Shows and Films to Skip If They’re Not Your Thing
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Viewers are embracing the freedom to dislike even the most celebrated gay TV shows and films. From glossy streaming favourites to landmark dramas, queer entertainment is broad, personal and gloriously hard to define, which makes an honest change of channel feel less like criticism and more like good taste.
Not every queer classic has to be your classic
The modern gay TV landscape is packed with choice, from emotionally bruising dramas to bright, campy competition shows. Netflix’s LGBTQ+ catalogue reflects that spread, offering everything from relationship stories to coming-of-age series, so there’s no shortage of options when one title leaves you cold.
That abundance matters because representation and enjoyment aren't the same thing. A show can be culturally significant, beautifully made and still fail to connect with a particular viewer. Sometimes the dialogue feels too polished, the pacing too slow or the emotional temperature simply wrong.
Why acclaimed gay dramas can miss the mark
Take It's a Sin, the Russell T Davies drama set during the HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1980s. Its focus on friendship, fear and loss has made it an important part of modern queer television, but its emotional intensity won't suit everyone. Some viewers may find the grief relentless, even while recognising the series' historical value.
The same goes for Angels in America, adapted from Tony Kushner's influential stage play. Its ambitious themes, theatrical scale and political allegory are precisely what many admirers celebrate, yet that heightened style can feel demanding if you're after something quieter and more naturalistic.
A landmark story can still feel distant
Earlier television offered fewer gay stories, but the available ones weren't automatically universal favourites. That Certain Summer, a 1972 television film about a father's relationship with another man, is often discussed as an early milestone in American queer representation.
Its importance is difficult to ignore, particularly in the context of its era. Still, older productions can feel formal or restrained to contemporary audiences. The social language, acting style and television conventions may create distance, reminding us that historical significance and easy viewing are two different pleasures.
The gay TV shows worth trying before you give up
If serious dramas aren't working, a change of tone may be all that's needed. Rotten Tomatoes' LGBTQ+ television recommendations include a wide range of genres, while IMDb's user-curated lists point viewers towards everything from comedy and romance to crime and reality television.
That variety is useful when choosing what to watch next. Fast-paced viewers might prefer a compact comedy, while anyone wanting emotional depth could try a limited series rather than committing to several seasons. And if a famously campy show makes you reach for the remote, that's useful information too.
How to decide whether a queer show is for you
Start with the mood rather than the reputation. Ask whether you want warmth, tension, silliness, historical drama or something visually extravagant, then check the premise and episode length before pressing play. A celebrated title is more likely to land when it matches your evening.
It also helps to stop early without guilt. There are too many excellent gay films and TV shows to spend hours forcing a connection with one that isn't working. Your viewing history is personal, and sometimes the most honest review is simply, "Not for me."
A good queer screen culture should make room for disagreement as well as celebration. After all, taste is meant to be varied, not compulsory.
Explore the stories that suit your mood, not just the ones everyone praises.
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