Best Virginia PrideFest 2026 Guide for Richmond Events
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Shoppers, visitors and local families are getting ready for Virginia PrideFest in Richmond on Saturday, 12 September 2026. The latest Virginia PrideFest 2026 guide brings together the day’s schedule, map, parking details and a wider look at the people, artists and organisations helping Richmond’s LGBTQ+ community thrive.
Essential Takeaways
Plan the day: The guide includes the PrideFest timetable, festival map and parking information.
Look beyond the festival: Features explore queer theatre, healthcare, art, nightlife and community leadership in Richmond.
Know the theme: “Our Pride. Our Joy. Our Resistance” links celebration with visibility, history and solidarity.
Explore beyond Richmond: Virginia’s wider Pride calendar includes festivals and events across the Commonwealth.
Make room for local businesses: Pride-related dining, arts and community events add more ways to take part.
Your practical Richmond PrideFest guide starts here
The most useful thing about a Pride guide is often the least glamorous: knowing where to go, when to arrive and how to get home. Virginia PrideFest’s 2026 guide puts those details in one place, with the festival schedule, site map and parking information designed to make the day feel less like a logistical puzzle.
That practical focus matters, especially for first-time visitors or anyone travelling into Richmond. Virginia’s official tourism coverage also points to Pride celebrations taking place across the state, so the festival can form part of a broader weekend of LGBTQ+ events rather than a single afternoon out.
A little preparation goes a long way. Check the timetable before setting off, wear comfortable shoes and keep your phone charged. Pride is more enjoyable when you're not frantically searching for the nearest car park or trying to remember where you left your friends.
PrideFest 2026 is about more than one weekend
This year’s theme, “Our Pride. Our Joy. Our Resistance”, neatly captures the mood of the event. There’s room for music, colour and dancing, but there’s also space for the history and organising that have helped Richmond’s LGBTQ+ community build places of care and belonging.
The guide looks at new Diversity Richmond chief executive director Tiera Craig, the legacy of Fan Free Clinic and the work of its successor, Health Brigade. It also speaks with Richmond Triangle Players executive director Philip Crosby about queer theatre, Pride and the importance of continuing to show up.
That combination gives the publication more weight than a standard event leaflet. It treats Pride as both a celebration and a living record, which feels particularly important when community institutions are under pressure. As coverage of Radical RVA Pride shows, activism and gathering remain closely connected across Richmond.
Artists are helping shape the festival's emotional centre
Performers often carry the atmosphere of Pride, but the local creative scene contributes much more than a soundtrack. Richmond artists bring personal history, humour and a sense of defiance to the stage, turning a public event into something that feels intimate as well as joyful.
RVA Magazine’s related coverage of PrideFest artists highlights how performance can become a form of community storytelling. That might mean a drag number, a theatrical production or an artwork that asks audiences to pause and look again. The best moments are rarely just spectacle; they give people a way to recognise themselves.
The 2026 guide also visits the world of Richmond artist Monsieur Zohore and explores the city’s movie culture, midnight screenings and lost media with TVJerry. It’s a reminder that queer life doesn't sit in one neat category. It spills into galleries, cinemas, stages, bars and late-night conversations.
Build a fuller Pride weekend around Richmond
PrideFest is the headline event, but visitors can make the weekend feel more relaxed by adding smaller stops around it. Out RVA’s Dine Out for Pride coverage points to a simple way to support local venues while taking a break from the crowds, whether you're after a quick coffee, a proper meal or somewhere to talk through the day.
Community events such as Radical RVA Pride offer another perspective, with a stronger emphasis on gathering, advocacy and collective action. Meanwhile, the wider Virginia Pride calendar gives travellers plenty of reasons to explore events beyond Richmond, depending on their dates and interests.
For a comfortable itinerary, avoid packing every hour. Choose one main festival block, one meal and one smaller event or cultural stop. That leaves enough breathing room for the unexpected moments that tend to become the memories you keep.
What to check before you leave home
Start with the official guide and make a note of the performances, talks or meet-ups you most want to catch. Then check travel arrangements, accessibility information and the latest event updates before setting out, as timings and practical details can change.
If you're driving, arrive early enough to allow for a walk from parking. If you're using public transport or a taxi service, agree on a meeting point away from the busiest entrance. Bring water, sun protection and any medication you need, and remember that a small cross-body bag is usually easier than a heavy backpack.
Most importantly, leave room for community. Pride can be loud and dazzling, but it can also be a quiet conversation, a familiar face in the crowd or the feeling of being welcomed somewhere. That's the part no map can quite capture.
Virginia PrideFest 2026 offers a bright day out, but its real story is the community behind it.
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