Best LGBTQ DC 2026 nominations: how to support local favourites
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Readers across Washington, DC, can nominate their favourite LGBTQ-friendly people, places and organisations for the 2026 Best of LGBTQ DC awards, with finalists and winners set to follow in a lively autumn celebration.
Essential Takeaways
Nominations close on 24 September: Get your choices in before the deadline.
Finalists come next: The top five nominees in each category move through to public voting.
Daily voting applies: Once voting opens, each email address can vote once per day.
Winners have a date: The awards party is scheduled for 22 October, followed by a special issue on 23 October.
Community recognition matters: The awards shine a light on the people, venues and groups helping LGBTQ Washington thrive.
Who deserves a place on Washington's Best of LGBTQ DC list?
The nomination window is open, giving readers a chance to put forward the LGBTQ Washington businesses, leaders, artists, venues and community organisations they value most. It’s the sort of process that turns everyday recommendations into a public snapshot of the capital’s queer life.
That local focus is important. Washington’s LGBTQ scene stretches from restaurants and nightlife to advocacy, culture and grassroots support, so the strongest nominations may not always be the loudest names. A brilliant neighbourhood venue or quietly dependable community group can matter just as much as a headline-making institution.
The shortlist will set up the next stage
After nominations close, the five leading names in each category will become finalists. Public voting is due to begin on 28 September, creating a second opportunity for supporters to rally behind their favourites.
The one-vote-per-email-address-per-day rule means enthusiasm can be steady rather than squeezed into a single frantic afternoon. It also gives nominees a reason to keep their communities informed, whether that means a discreet reminder over coffee or a full social-media campaign.
More than a popularity contest
Best-of awards can feel playful, but they also record how a community is changing. The Washington Blade’s wider Best Of coverage has previously highlighted the breadth of local food, drink and social spaces, while other Blade award programmes show how these events can become annual markers in the cultural calendar.
For readers choosing nominees, the practical test is simple: who makes LGBTQ life in DC better, safer, warmer or more interesting? Think about consistent service, genuine inclusion, creative energy and the people who keep showing up when the spotlight has moved on.
An awards night with a bigger community role
The 2026 winners are scheduled to be announced at the Best of LGBTQ DC Awards Party on Thursday, 22 October. A special issue will follow on Friday, 23 October, giving the results a second life beyond the room itself.
That combination of event and publication makes the awards feel less like a one-night ceremony and more like a communal roll call. Similar Best Of celebrations elsewhere, including Los Angeles, have built their appeal around recognising local favourites in person, with plenty of room for pride, conversation and a little glamour.
How to make your nomination count
Start by naming the person, business or organisation that genuinely stands out in your experience. A short, specific reason is more useful than a generic endorsement, particularly when several nominees may be competing for attention in the same category.
It’s also worth checking the category carefully before submitting. If your favourite makes the finalist stage, remember that voting begins on 28 September and runs on a daily basis under the stated email-address rule. Set a reminder if you’re the forgetful type, because community awards are won by support that keeps going.
Nominate the people and places that make LGBTQ Washington feel like home.
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