Best Guide to Atlanta’s TAKING SPACE Queer Art Exhibition
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Visitors to Atlanta’s Westside can see queer art take over the exterior of LOOP, where TAKING SPACE turns wheat-pasted works into a vivid, temporary public gallery. Featuring 13 LGBTQIA+ artists, the exhibition explores visibility, community and the quiet power of occupying room in a city landscape.
Essential Takeaways
A public-facing exhibition: TAKING SPACE brings work by 13 LGBTQIA+ artists outdoors at LOOP.
Built to change: The wheat-pasted pieces will naturally weather, fade and evolve over several months.
A collective effort: FRANK artists selected and developed the installation together.
A lively opening: The 24 September reception includes DJ Brian Rojas and free RSVP access.
More than a gallery visit: The work can be seen around future LOOP events, with merchandise also available.
Queer visibility moves into the open
The strongest image in TAKING SPACE is also the simplest: art placed where people are already moving through the city. Rather than asking visitors to enter a conventional gallery, FRANK has covered the outside of LOOP with large-scale works designed to meet audiences in their everyday surroundings.
The result is colourful, direct and slightly unruly. According to the exhibition coverage, the installation follows FRANK's history of wheat pasting in Atlanta, using public art to build community and make LGBTQIA+ voices harder to overlook.
That matters at a time when arts funding is under pressure and marginalised artists can still find themselves pushed to the edges. Public visibility doesn't solve everything, of course, but it does change who gets to be part of the visual conversation.
Why temporary art can make a lasting impression
TAKING SPACE isn't meant to remain spotless. Its posters will respond to sun, rain and time, gradually developing marks and textures that make each visit different from the last.
That impermanence gives the exhibition its emotional charge. The work isn't presented as a sealed-off object, protected from the world; it's allowed to live in the same conditions as the people and communities it represents. Coverage from WABE and Rough Draft Atlanta has also highlighted the wider importance of outdoor LGBTQ+ exhibitions in preserving and sharing Atlanta's queer history.
Clint Zeagler, a FRANK founder and participating artist, connects that changeability with the continuing need for queer communities to affirm their rights and importance. The message is not simply to appear once, but to keep creating, caring and returning.
Meet the artists behind TAKING SPACE
The exhibition brings together artists with markedly different approaches, even as wheat paste and scale provide a common thread. Visitors can expect variation in material, mood and subject rather than a tightly uniform visual style.
Zeagler's own textile practice offers one particularly tactile counterpoint. Drawing on fashion training, traditional dyes, folding, knitting and embellishment, his fabric compositions explore protection, emotion and life as a gay man in the American South. They sound soft and richly layered, but the ideas behind them carry real weight.
Other named contributors include Royce Soble and Billy Clifton-Strawn, whose works add further perspectives to the outdoor display. The variety is part of the point: queer art isn't one look, one story or one neatly packaged experience.
How to see the Atlanta outdoor art exhibition
The opening reception takes place on 24 September at LOOP, a new Westside venue owned by Georgia Tech and operated by the Goat Farm. Visitors can expect music from DJ Brian Rojas, the new installation and an informal chance to explore the venue. Free RSVP details are available through the event listing.
Can't make opening night? The work will remain outside LOOP for a couple of months and can be viewed during upcoming events. That makes it easy to catch the exhibition in passing, although returning later is arguably the better experience because the pieces will have begun to weather and shift.
FRANK also plans to continue wheat pasting posters at Krog Street Tunnel, extending the group's community-building approach beyond this single installation. For anyone interested in Atlanta LGBTQ+ art, public exhibitions or the city's evolving creative spaces, TAKING SPACE is a useful reminder to look up, slow down and notice what is already on the walls.
A small act of taking up room
TAKING SPACE treats visibility as both an artistic choice and a shared responsibility. Its works may fade, but the need for queer artists to be seen, heard and supported doesn't disappear with the paper.
For visitors, the exhibition offers something refreshingly immediate: no hushed room, no intimidating entrance, just art meeting the city where it is.
Make time to see it once, then return before the weather writes its own final layer.
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