Best Cleveland Drag Pride Showcase for Local Talent
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Cleveland's annual Drag Pride Showcase returns to Beachland Ballroom on Friday 11 September at 8pm, bringing together queens, kings and genre-bending performers for one lively night. With Ken Schneck back as host, the show offers an entertaining introduction to the city's broad drag scene, from polished glamour to sharper, newer styles.
Essential Takeaways
When: Friday 11 September at 8pm.
Where: Beachland Ballroom in Cleveland.
What to expect: A varied bill spanning drag queens, drag kings and performers who resist neat categories.
Who is hosting: Comedian, author and Buckeye Fame founder Ken Schneck.
Why go: It's a compact showcase of Cleveland's energetic and diverse drag community.
Cleveland's drag scene takes centre stage
The strongest appeal of the Cleveland Drag Pride Showcase is its range. One act might bring classic sparkle and precision, while the next leans into comedy, theatricality or a more experimental edge. That contrast gives the evening a pleasantly unpredictable pulse.
Previous editions at Beachland Ballroom have similarly highlighted the depth of local drag, according to Cool Cleveland's event coverage. Rather than presenting one definition of the art form, the showcase makes room for different voices, aesthetics and performance styles.
A familiar host keeps the energy high
Ken Schneck returns to the microphone, bringing his comic timing and audience-friendly approach to the evening. As the founder of the statewide LGBTQ+ newsroom The Buckeye Fame, he also sits close to the communities and conversations that shape Ohio's queer cultural life.
A good host matters at a variety show. Schneck's role is more than introducing names between numbers: he'll help set the pace, encourage the crowd and make sure each performer gets a warm reception. The room should feel less like a formal recital and more like a collective cheer.
Meet Cleveland's wide-ranging lineup
The bill includes Denise Russell, Dr. Lady J, Sassy Sascha, Manny Nuff, Imani Evans Diamond, Debbie Does Drag, Jace Blaze, Agata Why, Monica Lexin and Veranda L'Ni. It's a substantial group, and the mix promises plenty of shifts in tone across the night.
Earlier coverage of Cleveland drag showcases has emphasised the city's impressive pool of artists, with performers moving between glamour, comedy, dance and more unconventional presentation. That variety is the real selling point for newcomers: you don't need to arrive with a firm idea of what drag "should" be.
Why Beachland Ballroom suits the occasion
Beachland Ballroom has become a natural home for colourful, performance-led nights, including drag and burlesque events. Its concert-room atmosphere gives the showcase enough space for spectacle while keeping the audience close to the action.
For first-time visitors, arriving a little early is sensible, particularly if you'd like a good view and a relaxed start. Drag shows reward being present: costume details, gestures and quick audience exchanges can be easy to miss from the back.
A lively introduction to Cleveland drag
The showcase is designed as both a celebration and an invitation. Regular fans can cheer familiar favourites, while curious newcomers get a single evening packed with different approaches to drag.
That makes the event feel especially worthwhile during Pride season. Cleveland's scene isn't presented as one polished product; it's shown as a busy, evolving collection of artists. Check the ticket information before setting off, then settle in and let the performers make the case for themselves.
It's a bright, welcoming way to discover Cleveland's drag talent in one room.
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