Louisville Melanin Pride Weekend Marks 10 Years of Black LGBTQ+ Celebration
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Louisville’s Melanin Pride Weekend returns from 18 to 20 September for its tenth anniversary, bringing Black LGBTQ+ community members and allies together for performances, parties, vendors and a drag brunch. With events across the city, the weekend offers both ticketed and free ways to celebrate, connect and feel at home.
Essential Takeaways
Three-day celebration: Melanin Pride Weekend runs from 18 to 20 September in Louisville.
Community-led purpose: Founder Desiree Carr created the event as a welcoming space for Black LGBTQ+ people.
Varied programme: Expect an open mic, day parties, local performers, vendors and a drag brunch.
Multiple venues: Events include Canvas & Cocktails in Shively and Jubilee Field in the Meriwether neighbourhood.
Plan ahead: Some activities are free, while others require tickets or advance registration.
Louisville’s Black LGBTQ+ celebration reaches a milestone
There’s something especially warm about a festival that feels less like a formal occasion and more like a long-awaited reunion. Melanin Pride Weekend will return to Louisville from 18 to 20 September, marking ten years of celebrating the city’s Black LGBTQ+ community.
The anniversary programme is designed to keep the atmosphere lively and varied, with music, spoken-word moments, social gatherings and plenty of reasons to dress up. Local performers and vendors will share the spotlight, while reality television guests from Now That’s TV are expected to bring an audience from beyond Kentucky.
A safer, more comfortable space by design
Founder Desiree Carr launched Melanin Pride Weekend to address a gap she saw in existing LGBTQ+ spaces. Her aim was to create an environment where Black LGBTQ+ people could show up without feeling like they had to explain or edit themselves.
That focus remains central to the weekend’s appeal. It’s not simply a sequence of parties, but a community platform shaped around visibility, comfort and belonging. For many attendees, that sense of recognition may be the most important feature of all.
What’s on the programme?
The weekend will include an open mic, day parties, live local entertainment, vendors and a drag brunch. The mix means visitors can move between louder, high-energy gatherings and more intimate opportunities to meet people, support small businesses or enjoy performances.
Canvas & Cocktails in Shively and Jubilee Field in the Meriwether neighbourhood are among the featured locations. As with any multi-venue event, checking the latest schedule before setting off is sensible, particularly if you’re planning to attend more than one activity.
Free events, ticketed gatherings and travel tips
Some Melanin Pride Weekend events will be free, while others require tickets. That gives visitors a little flexibility, whether they’re committing to the full anniversary experience or sampling one event for the first time.
If you’re travelling to Louisville, it’s worth checking venue details, start times and entry requirements early. Popular celebrations can fill quickly, especially when special guests are involved, so buying tickets in advance may save last-minute stress. Comfortable shoes probably won’t hurt either.
Why the tenth anniversary matters
A decade is a meaningful marker for any community event, particularly one built to answer a need that wasn’t being met. The continued enthusiasm from performers and returning attendees suggests Melanin Pride Weekend has become a fixture in Louisville’s cultural calendar.
The anniversary also arrives at a moment when community-led celebrations remain vital. A weekend that combines joy, representation and practical support can leave a lasting impression long after the music stops. In that sense, Melanin Pride is both a party and a statement: there is room here, and people are making sure it stays visible.
It's a milestone built around belonging, celebration and showing up as yourself.
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