Best New LGBTQ Coffee-Table Book Explores Gay-Straight Friendship
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Readers in Philadelphia are discovering Straight & Butch, a bold LGBTQ coffee-table book built from nearly two decades of photography, film and personal storytelling. Butch Cordora’s project explores friendship, masculinity and attraction through an unusually candid lens, while offering a vivid snapshot of Philadelphia’s queer creative scene and nightlife culture.
Essential Takeaways
A long-running project: Straight & Butch began as a calendar, grew into an 87-minute documentary and eventually became a photography book.
More than pin-up imagery: The book pairs photographs with personal stories about friendship, sexuality, masculinity and acceptance.
A distinctly Philadelphia story: Cordora’s work is closely tied to the city’s Gayborhood, artists and nightlife history.
A personal creative milestone: The author says completing the book after years in limbo feels like one of his biggest achievements.
Where to find it: The book is available through Passional Boutique and PEG Philadelphia Erotic Gallery.
A shower thought became a two-decade creative project
Some creative ideas arrive fully formed. Others follow you around for years, quietly demanding attention. For Butch Cordora, the starting point came in 2006, when he began wondering whether his straight male friends would pose nude alongside him.
The idea wasn’t intended as pornography or a proposition. Instead, Cordora wanted to examine the space between gay and straight men, particularly the ease, tension and curiosity that can exist inside close friendships. His interests, from poker and darts to fast cars and heavy metal, also challenged familiar assumptions about what gay men are expected to enjoy.
Earlier coverage of the project helped establish its provocative public identity, while later interviews showed how the concept continued developing across different formats. The result is less a single publication than a creative thread running through Cordora’s life. [2], [4], [7]
From calendar to documentary, then a finished book
The project’s first public form was a calendar, followed by an 87-minute documentary. Those earlier chapters gave Cordora the confidence to keep pushing the concept, even as the final book remained unfinished on his computer for roughly a decade.
That delay clearly bothered him. He describes completion as a point of pride, especially because he has repeatedly turned ambitious ideas into real projects, including a talk show, a film and a book about poker. There’s something refreshingly practical about that attitude: inspiration matters, but finishing the thing matters more.
The documentary also captured a particular period in Philadelphia’s queer culture. Older coverage of Straight & Butch reflects the attention the project attracted, while commentary on the film shows how audiences responded to its local setting and unconventional subject. [2], [5], [6]
Why the photography still feels confrontational
The book’s appeal lies partly in its visual confidence. Cordora cites Madonna’s Sex as an influence, imagining a publication where photography, text and personal disclosure sit alongside one another rather than behaving like separate ingredients.
That approach makes the book more complicated than a conventional coffee-table title. The images may draw readers in, but the accompanying stories ask them to consider what they’re seeing and why. Questions about objectification, consent, masculinity and identity hover behind the glossy surface.
Cordora has admitted that some of the writing was difficult to include, even close to the printer’s deadline. His joking advice to concentrate on the pictures gives the project a lighter touch, but it also hints at how exposed a memoir can feel when it leaves the author’s hands. [3], [5], [6]
Philadelphia gives the project its pulse
Cordora has wrestled with the idea that his work is too Philadelphia-focused to connect with wider audiences. He sees the city not as a limitation, but as the setting that gives the project its energy, humour and social texture.
That local connection is especially important as Philadelphia’s Gayborhood changes. Cordora’s reflections on older, more freewheeling nightlife suggest a scene that once allowed more room for experimentation, mischief and unlikely social combinations. Whether that past was truly as open as memory suggests is debatable, but the comparison is still useful.
For readers outside the city, the Philadelphia detail may be part of the charm. A strong sense of place can make an intimate story feel more tangible, like stepping into a bar, gallery or late-night conversation where the rules are just a little looser. [2], [4], [6]
How to approach this LGBTQ coffee-table book
This isn’t a title to buy purely for discreet decoration. It’s an adult art and memoir project, so readers should expect nudity, sexual themes and frank personal anecdotes alongside the photography.
It’s also worth thinking about the book as a document of changing identity. Cordora says several models later identified differently from how they did at the time of the shoots, including one who came out as bisexual and another who came out as nonbinary. That detail adds a contemporary layer to a project rooted in the language and assumptions of the mid-2000s.
For collectors, the strongest appeal may be the complete arc: calendar, documentary and book. For newcomers, the photographs provide the entry point, but the stories are where the project becomes most revealing. [4], [5], [6]
Straight & Butch turns a provocative premise into a candid record of friendship, desire and Philadelphia’s evolving queer culture.
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