Best LGBTQ journalism fundraiser in Rehoboth Beach this September
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Supporters of LGBTQ journalism will gather in Rehoboth Beach on Saturday, 12 September, for a lively Washington Blade Foundation fundraiser. With local political voices, food, drinks, entertainment and an auction on the bill, the private-home event aims to turn a relaxed coastal evening into practical support for emerging queer reporters and ambitious journalism projects.
Essential takeaways
When: The fundraiser takes place on Saturday, 12 September, in Rehoboth Beach.
What tickets include: A $100 ticket covers an open bar, catered appetisers, entertainment, speakers and an auction.
Who’s speaking: Mayor-elect Susan Stewart and Delaware state Representative Claire Snyder-Hall are due to address guests.
Why it matters: Proceeds support fellowships for aspiring LGBTQ journalists and enterprise reporting.
How to attend: Tickets are available through the event listing, with the venue shared privately.
A coastal evening with a serious purpose
The Washington Blade Foundation is bringing its fundraising work to Rehoboth Beach with an event designed to feel more like a welcoming night out than a formal conference. Guests can expect drinks from Diego’s, appetisers from the Blue Moon, live entertainment and the gentle competitive buzz of an auction.
That easygoing format matters. Fundraising can sometimes feel worthy but stiff; this one is clearly built around conversation, community and a few enjoyable distractions. The event listing frames the evening around the importance of telling LGBTQ stories, a message that gives the gathering a clear emotional centre.
Local political voices take the stage
Susan Stewart, Rehoboth Beach’s mayor-elect, is scheduled to speak alongside Delaware state Representative Claire Snyder-Hall. Their involvement places the fundraiser within a wider local conversation about LGBTQ visibility, civic life and the role of independent reporting.
Stewart’s arrival on the town’s political scene follows a closely watched mayoral contest, while local reporting has highlighted the interest surrounding Rehoboth’s municipal races. That context gives the evening added relevance: attendees won’t just be hearing about journalism in the abstract, but about how stories shape the places where people live.
Why LGBTQ journalism still needs backing
The Foundation directs support towards fellowships for aspiring queer journalists and enterprise journalism projects. Those areas are especially valuable because they help reporters develop both practical experience and the time needed to investigate complicated stories properly.
Independent LGBTQ coverage often does more than report announcements. It can document community history, scrutinise policy and give people language for experiences that might otherwise be overlooked. As the event’s central question suggests, stories that aren’t told can quickly disappear from public memory.
What your $100 ticket gets you
For $100, guests receive an open bar, food, entertainment, speakers and access to the auction. Appetisers are being supplied by the Blue Moon, while Diego’s is handling the drinks, giving the evening a distinctly Rehoboth flavour.
The venue is a private home, so attendees should check the event information carefully for location details and any arrival instructions. It’s also worth booking early if you’re keen to attend, since intimate home-based events naturally have less room than a hotel ballroom or public venue.
A small event with a wider ripple
Rehoboth Beach has long been associated with LGBTQ community life, and local coverage has continued to track questions about visibility, civic representation and the town’s future. Against that backdrop, a fundraiser for queer journalism feels particularly well placed.
The evening’s appeal is straightforward: enjoy good food, meet people who care about the same issues and help fund reporting that can outlast the event itself. That’s a pretty worthwhile return on a night by the coast.
It's a relaxed Rehoboth evening with a lasting purpose: supporting the people who keep LGBTQ stories visible.
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