Manchester Village Pride Candlelight Vigil honours lives lost to HIV and AIDS
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Thousands gathered in Manchester's Gay Village for a moving candlelight vigil that brought Village Pride to a close, remembering people lost to HIV and AIDS while celebrating the community's resilience, solidarity and hard-won progress.
Essential Takeaways
A quiet finale: Sackville Gardens fell silent after a lively, weather-hit Pride weekend.
A shared remembrance: Thousands held candles for loved ones lost to HIV and AIDS.
Powerful speakers: Mayor Bev Craig and Russell T Davies spoke about stigma, misinformation and equality.
Community-led event: George House Trust curated the vigil with support from LGBTQ+ organisations and performers.
A message for today: The gathering also highlighted continuing threats to LGBTQ+ and trans communities.
Manchester Pride ended with a powerful change of pace
Manchester Village Pride had spent the Bank Holiday weekend full of music, colour and noisy celebration. By Monday evening, however, Sackville Gardens had taken on a very different atmosphere, with thousands of people gathering quietly and candlelight flickering across the gardens.
The annual vigil, organised by George House Trust, offered a moment to pause rather than party. According to Manchester Village Pride, the event is designed to remember, reflect on and celebrate the lives and legacies of people from LGBTQ+ and HIV communities.
That contrast is part of what makes the occasion so affecting. Pride can be joyful and defiant, but it also carries memory, loss and responsibility.
Candles filled Sackville Gardens
As the vigil unfolded, people raised candles in remembrance of those they had loved and lost to HIV and AIDS. The soft glow across the gardens created an intimate scene, despite the size of the crowd.
A wreath was laid at the Beacon of Hope by representatives from George House Trust and The Proud Trust. Tributes shown on screen included David Hockney, Roger Youd and Martyn Butler, while performances from The Sunday Boys and Shania Pain added music without overwhelming the reflective mood.
George House Trust's latest updates emphasise the charity's long-standing work supporting people living with HIV and challenging stigma. That mission was clear throughout the evening, where remembrance sat alongside a reminder that support and accurate information still matter.
Russell T Davies warned that old myths can return
Russell T Davies, a patron of George House Trust and a familiar voice in LGBTQ+ culture through shows including It's a Sin and Queer As Folk, reflected on the charity's early helpline work. He recalled a time when callers were searching for basic answers amid fear, confusion and widespread misinformation.
His warning was pointed: some of the myths associated with the early HIV crisis are beginning to resurface in new forms. The concern isn't merely historical, because false claims can deepen stigma and make people less likely to seek testing, treatment or support.
Davies also described the HIV response as a remarkable medical and community achievement. As coverage from G10 Group noted, the vigil balanced grief with recognition of the activism, fundraising and collective determination that helped transform the outlook for people living with HIV.
Bev Craig stood with LGBTQ+ and trans communities
Greater Manchester Mayor Bev Craig described the vigil as the "beating heart of Pride" in a video message reported by the Manchester Evening News. She backed efforts to end HIV-related stigma and promised continued support for LGBTQ+ people across the city-region.
Her message also addressed the pressure facing trans communities. She stressed that progress can't be taken for granted and that solidarity remains essential when communities are targeted or divided.
That emphasis fits the wider tone of Manchester Village Pride 2026. ITV reported that tens of thousands braved difficult weather to celebrate the city's LGBTQ+ community, while Manchester City Council described the returning event as a community-focused development for the Gay Village.
Why this vigil still matters
The closing ceremony was more than a ceremonial end to the weekend. It connected Manchester's Pride history with the challenges facing people today, from HIV stigma and misinformation to hostility directed at LGBTQ+ and trans communities.
Carl Austin-Behan, co-director of Manchester Village Pride, said the event had grown from an idea into a celebration created by and for the community, according to coverage from pro-manchester. The vigil gave that achievement a thoughtful final note.
For anyone attending future Manchester Pride events, the practical lesson is simple: make space for both sides of the experience. The parade and performances bring energy, but the candlelight vigil offers the quieter moment many people need. Sometimes the stillest part of a weekend says the most.
Manchester Village Pride ended not with a final burst of noise, but with thousands of small lights held together.
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