Best Virginia Pridefest 2026 Guide for LGBTQ+ Visitors
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Shoppers, families and LGBTQ+ visitors are looking towards Richmond, Virginia, where Virginia Pridefest 2026 is shaping up as more than a music festival. With youth-focused activities, queer-led entertainment, sober spaces and a packed run of events, the celebration matters because it creates room for community, connection and plenty of joyful noise.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Virginia Pridefest is scheduled for Saturday, 12 September, at Midtown Green in Richmond.
Big-name entertainment: David Archuleta headlines, alongside Madison Rose, Chris Housman and drag performer A'keria Chanel Davenport.
Youth-first programming: A teen gaming village, youth pride pavilion, lip-sync contest and STEM activities are planned.
A more welcoming festival: Visitors can expect a sober lounge, mocktails and on-site counselling support.
Beyond the main stage: The wider programme includes community service, Pride honours, karaoke and late-night events.
Richmond Pridefest has grown into a full weekend
The most striking thing about Virginia Pridefest is its scale. What began in 1979 has developed into a major Richmond gathering, with the move to Midtown Green helping organisers welcome a much larger crowd. Industry event listings point to a festival that now draws visitors from well beyond the city itself. [3], [4]
That growth hasn't erased the personal feel, though. Organisers describe Pride as a kind of family reunion, where people return to Richmond after years away and reconnect with friends, chosen family and familiar faces. It's a lovely reminder that the best festivals aren't only about the headline act. [2], [4]
Expect a distinctly queer entertainment line-up
This year's booking strategy puts LGBTQ talent at the centre rather than treating it as background decoration. David Archuleta leads the main-stage bill, with Madison Rose and Chris Housman also appearing, while A'keria Chanel Davenport brings a RuPaul's Drag Race connection to the programme. [3], [7]
There are plenty of playful touches around the headline performances, too. The Pridefest Halftime Show is set to feature a Bad Bunny impersonator, the Dynamic Angels Dancing Divas and the Generaxions pep band. It sounds less like a passive concert and more like a colourful, constantly moving day out. [4], [7]
Youth activities give the festival a wider purpose
A key change this year is the attention paid to LGBTQ young people. The teen gaming village, organised with Stonewall Sports Richmond, is designed to offer teenagers something social and relaxed to do, while the youth pavilion, lip-sync contest and STEM activities add more ways to participate. [2], [6]
That matters because a large public celebration can still feel oddly adult-focused. By building in activities for younger visitors, Pridefest is making the event easier for families and teens to navigate. Parents should check the official programme before travelling, as timings and age guidance can change. [6], [7]
Sober visitors won't be an afterthought
Pride events often come with a party reputation, but not everyone wants alcohol, crowds or late-night energy. Virginia Pridefest is responding with a sober lounge serving mocktails, alongside a counsellor for visitors in recovery. [4], [6]
It's a small but meaningful detail. Inclusive programming isn't only about who appears on stage; it's also about whether visitors can feel comfortable once they arrive. If you're attending with a young person, managing recovery or simply prefer a quieter pause, identifying the lounge when you arrive could make the day feel much easier. [6]
Make a weekend of Richmond's LGBTQ events
The main festival is only one part of the wider calendar. The surrounding programme includes a community service day, Pride honours, karaoke and Pride After Dark, giving visitors several ways to take part depending on their mood. [4], [7]
Other Richmond events add different flavours. Radical RVA focuses on local artistry, mutual aid and music, while the Richmond Burlesque Festival brings inclusive performances and workshops later in the autumn. Visit Richmond's seasonal event guide is worth checking for updates, especially if you're planning accommodation or a longer stay. [5]
The broader trend is clear: Pride is becoming less of a single parade or concert and more of a network of community-led experiences. For visitors, that means more choice; for organisers, it means creating spaces that feel intentional rather than simply busy. [2], [5]
What to know before you go
Start with the official Pridefest information before setting off, particularly for entry details, accessibility, transport and the latest timetable. Midtown Green is a spacious venue, but a large outdoor event still calls for comfortable shoes, water, sun protection and a simple meeting point if you're travelling in a group. [6], [7]
It's also worth planning around the parts you care about most. Families may prefer the daytime youth activities, music fans can focus on the main stage, and visitors seeking a quieter experience should make a note of the sober lounge. Your Pride day doesn't need to look like anyone else's, and that's rather the point. [3], [6]
Virginia Pridefest 2026 promises a bright, busy celebration, but its strongest feature may be the care behind the programming. The sparkle is important, of course, but so are the practical details that help more people feel they belong. [2], [4]
Find the events and spaces that suit you best, then enjoy Richmond at its most welcoming.
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