Best LGBTQ-friendly rodeo in Palm Springs for 2027
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Travellers and rodeo fans are already looking ahead to Palm Springs Hot Rodeo 2027, a colourful California weekend where western sport, LGBTQ+ pride and poolside parties share the same stage. From Banning's arena action to Palm Springs nightlife, it's a welcoming alternative to the traditional rodeo circuit.
Essential Takeaways
A standout event: Palm Springs Hot Rodeo was recognised as a leading West Coast rodeo in the 2026 USA Today Readers' Choice Awards.
Open competition: Participants of any gender can enter events including bull riding, barrel racing and roping.
Two-location weekend: Main competitions take place at Dysart Equestrian Park in Banning, while social events happen around Palm Springs.
More than a rodeo: Expect a pride parade, pool parties, dancing, themed nights and a lively awards celebration.
Plan early: Check the official Palm Springs Rodeo website for 2027 dates, tickets and venue updates.
Why Palm Springs Hot Rodeo feels different
The most striking thing about Palm Springs Hot Rodeo is the atmosphere. There are horses, dust and serious competition, but also sequins, broad smiles and a sense that nobody has to leave part of themselves at the gate. The official rodeo organisation presents the event as a celebration of western sport and LGBTQ+ community, rather than a niche add-on to a conventional rodeo. (Palm Springs Rodeo)
That distinction matters. Gay rodeo associations have created space for competitors and spectators who haven't always felt comfortable in traditional western settings. Gay Desert Guide's coverage of the event highlights the community spirit behind the competition, with the rodeo offering both athletic challenge and a social home for queer western fans. (Gay Desert Guide)
A half-century of western sport, with a modern welcome
Palm Springs Hot Rodeo has roots stretching back roughly five decades, while the Greater Palm Springs chapter of the Golden State Gay Rodeo Association was formally established in 2000. That history gives the weekend more weight than a glossy party label might suggest. It's an established fixture with a loyal following, not a pop-up attraction chasing a trend. (Palm Springs Rodeo)
The format also challenges assumptions about who gets to compete. Events can include bull riding, barrel racing, calf roping, steer wrestling and wild drag racing, with competitors able to enter regardless of gender. That mixture of traditional skills and playful spectacle is part of the charm. As the rodeo's official chapter information shows, community participation extends beyond the arena and into its wider programme. (Palm Springs Rodeo)
What to expect at the 2027 event
The rodeo itself is held at Dysart Equestrian Park in Banning, around 30 miles from Palm Springs. Away from the arena, the weekend expands into the city, with celebrations such as a pride parade, pool gatherings, cowgirl-themed evenings, dancing and an awards ceremony. Gay Travel 4u describes the event as a full weekend experience rather than a single sporting session. (Gay Travel 4u)
That split is useful for visitors. You can spend the day watching fast, dusty competition, then return to Palm Springs for a cooler, more glamorous evening. Palm Springs Life's event guide similarly frames the rodeo as a combination of athletic contests, community activities and desert-city entertainment. (Palm Springs Life)
How to plan a Palm Springs rodeo weekend
Start with the official website, because dates, ticket details and individual event arrangements can change. The Palm Springs Rodeo site is the best place to look for announcements, schedules and information about the chapter's wider activities. (Palm Springs Rodeo)
If you're staying in Palm Springs, allow extra time for the drive to Banning and check transport arrangements before the competition day. Comfortable shoes, sun protection and plenty of water are sensible choices for the daytime arena, while a change of clothes will come in handy if your plans include pool parties or dancing later. The Tool Shed is among the local venues associated with the area's LGBTQ+ nightlife, so it's worth checking current listings before travelling. (Alt Bars)
Why the event is attracting wider attention
Palm Springs Hot Rodeo's growing profile reflects a broader appetite for travel experiences that combine sport, identity and genuine community. Recognition in the USA Today Readers' Choice Awards has helped put the event on the radar of visitors who might not otherwise plan a rodeo holiday, while its long-standing local following gives the weekend an authentic base. (Palm Springs Life)
There is also a refreshing lack of neat categories here. It's competitive but camp, traditional but progressive, and proudly western without insisting that western culture belongs to one kind of person. For many visitors, that may be the real draw: a place where the hats are big, the welcome is warm and everyone gets to join the dance.
It's a colourful, welcoming rodeo weekend worth putting on the 2027 calendar.
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