Burnham-on-Sea Pride-on-Sea: What to Expect This September
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Organisers are inviting residents, families, allies and visitors to join Burnham-on-Sea Pride-on-Sea, with a welcoming church service opening Pride week and a free celebration following in Manor Gardens. The event combines a parade, live entertainment, local stalls and accessible spaces, while volunteer organisers continue raising funds to keep the day open to everyone.
Essential Takeaways
Pride week begins locally: St Andrew's Church will host a free evening service at 7pm on Monday 7 September.
The parade starts in Highbridge: People gather at Highbridge Train Station from 10.30am on Saturday 12 September, with the march leaving at 10.50am.
There are flexible joining points: Participants can meet the parade at Apex Park or The Esplanade if the full route isn't suitable.
Manor Gardens is the main hub: Expect music, performers, stalls, food, family activities and sensory-friendly spaces.
Donations support the essentials: The volunteer-run event is fundraising for security, first aid, staging and accessibility.
A gentle start to Pride week
The countdown to Burnham-on-Sea Pride-on-Sea will begin with a Rainbow Service at St Andrew's Church, offering music, readings, reflection and prayer in a calm setting. It sounds deliberately low-key, but that's part of its appeal: not everyone wants to launch Pride week in a noisy crowd.
The service is free and open to all, including people who don't usually attend church. Revd Sharon Eldergill said the evening would celebrate the diversity of the local community while remembering people who have experienced rejection or discrimination. That gives the opening event a thoughtful edge, rather than treating Pride as only a party. (Burnham-on-Sea.com)
When and where is Burnham-on-Sea Pride-on-Sea?
The main Pride event takes place on Saturday 12 September. The parade gathers at Highbridge Train Station from 10.30am and is due to set off at 10.50am, heading towards the central celebration at Manor Gardens.
There are planned pick-up points at Apex Park and The Esplanade, so people don't have to commit to walking the entire route. That practical touch matters, particularly for families, older visitors and anyone who finds long walks or busy gatherings difficult. (Burnham-on-Sea.com; Wikipedia)
Manor Gardens brings the colour
Once the parade reaches Manor Gardens, the mood will shift from marching to mingling. Organisers expect live music, performers, community groups, charities, makers and businesses, alongside food and drink vendors and family-friendly activities.
Visitors can bring a picnic, browse the stalls or simply settle in and watch the day unfold. Sensory-friendly spaces are also planned, which should make the event easier to enjoy for people who need somewhere quieter away from the bustle. With Burnham's seafront and public spaces regularly drawing visitors for everything from filming to unusual local happenings, a well-organised central gathering should give the town a lively focal point. (Burnham-on-Sea.com; ITV News; RNLI)
Why the volunteer fundraising matters
Pride-on-Sea is run by volunteers working around jobs and family commitments. Behind the bright banners and cheerful music are less glamorous but vital costs, including security, first aid, staging and accessibility measures.
Organisers are asking supporters to contribute through a Crowdfunder, stressing that small donations can still help. Free public events can look effortless from the outside, but the practical infrastructure is what keeps them safe, welcoming and genuinely accessible. (Burnham-on-Sea.com; RNLI)
A free event with room for everyone
There are no tickets to buy, and organisers say the celebration is intended to remain open to all. That makes it easy to drop in for an hour, join the parade part-way through or stay at Manor Gardens for the afternoon.
If you're planning to attend, check the Pride-on-Sea Facebook page for final updates, consider how you'll reach your chosen joining point, and allow extra time around the parade. The best Pride events feel both joyful and reassuring, and this one is clearly aiming for that balance. (Burnham-on-Sea.com; Wikipedia)
It's a small coastal town's big invitation: come as you are, and make the day your own.
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