Best United by Pride 2026: What to Expect at the Ledra Palace Gathering

[image: ]
Shoppers and passers-by will notice something different on October 10 as communities across Cyprus come together , United by Pride returns with twin marches from north and south and an evening programme in the Ledra Palace buffer zone, a rare shared space that makes this year's event both symbolic and very visible.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: United by Pride marches start at 5pm on October 10 from Eleftheria Square (south) and Kuğulu Park (north), meeting at the Ledra Palace buffer zone outside the Home for Cooperation.
What to expect: Live sets, performance art and DJs , including Karagöza, Caramel, The Kardeşans, Gravity Grave (George Rallis), and DJs Nicholas and Nana; hosted by A Man To Pet.
Why it matters: The event deliberately uses the buffer zone to foster cross-community encounters and to underline calls for peace, reunification, trans and LGBQA+ rights, and Palestinian and migrant justice.
Community-led and independent: There are no corporate sponsors; organisers say this keeps the event grassroots and politically focused.
Atmosphere cues: Expect colourful creativity, spoken chants for solidarity, and a sense of purpose that’s both festive and protest-driven.
A bold return to the buffer zone , what the setting means
The Ledra Palace buffer zone is more than a neutral backdrop; it's a political stage with a quieter, somber hum under the party lights. Choosing this split-space signals intent: organisers want visibility and encounter, not separation. The setting tends to feel both tense and intimate , a grassy, often breezy area where people from different communities can actually meet without formal checkpoints getting in the way. For visitors, that mix of festival energy and historical weight shapes everything from the placards to the playlists.
Parallel marches: two processions, one purpose
Two marches will set off at the same time , one from Nicosia’s Eleftheria Square, the other from Kuğulu Park in the north , and that choreography is part of the point. It’s a visual metaphor for unity and a practical way to bring people together while respecting movement patterns on both sides. Organisers say this format helps amplify messages , peace, reunification, and a raft of human-rights demands , so expect synchronised slogans, shared banners, and a friendly, determined crowd ready to walk and sing.
The line-up: queer artists, DJs and a cheeky host
The evening programme mixes live performance and club-ready DJ sets, with names that promise a playful, political and theatrical night. From the duo performing as The Kardeşans to the performance artist Gravity Grave, the bill leans artful and queer-first. A Man To Pet hosts, keeping tone light but pointed, while DJs Nicholas and Nana will carry the energy into the night. If you like your pride with a side of performance-art surrealism and pop, this line-up delivers.
Politics onstage: why the march is about more than parades
Organisers have framed United by Pride as a march for peace and reunification, trans and LGBQA+ rights, Palestinian liberation, and migrants' rights. That’s a deliberately broad platform that ties local concerns , Cyprus’s division , to international struggles. Expect speeches and banners that weave together these campaigns; it’s not just celebratory, it’s a demonstration with an agenda. For newcomers, listening to the speakers and chatting with stall-holders is the easiest way to understand why this coalition matters.
Practical notes: how to join, what to bring, and safety
If you're going, arrive early , the marches start at 5pm , and bring water, comfortable shoes and a small flag or banner if you want to join the visual chorus. Security in the buffer zone can feel different from typical festival policing, so follow steward guidance and stick to marked gathering points like the Home for Cooperation. The event is community-led and independent, which keeps it grassroots but also means fewer corporate comforts; come prepared for a lively, earnest atmosphere rather than a slick corporate festival.
It's a small change that can make every step feel like a statement.
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