Best New Spanish Novel Te hice dios: Why Readers Are Talking About Its Raw, Risky Love
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Catch this brutal, poetic read: Marcos Augusto’s Te hice dios charts a feverish romance born on a hookup app and hurtling toward ruin, and readers across Spain are noticing its daring blend of erotica, stigma and lyrical prose. It matters because it upends expectations about queer desire, illness and why we’re still fascinated by self-destruction.
Essential Takeaways
Compact and intense: Roughly 160 pages of fast, absorbing prose that moves like a plunge rather than a long swim. 
Unreliable, intimate voice: The narrator blurs confession and distance, keeping motivations partly obscured. 
Contrasting tones: Gritty, explicit scenes sit beside moments of finely wrought, almost poetic language. 
Themes that bite: The book tackles bareback culture, stigma, illness, and the pull toward decay and denial. 
Polarising, intentional: Augusto writes to provoke; some readers will recoil, others will find the honesty electric.
A visceral hook: desire, apps and a story that begins in the throat
Te hice dios opens with an emotional and physical tumble that feels immediate and hot; you can almost smell the sweat and the thrill. Readers have noticed how the book’s opening pages set the direction , not toward a tidy moral, but toward an inevitable collapse. According to Spanish coverage, Augusto deliberately keeps the narrator unreliable, so you never fully know whether you’re reading a truth, a fantasy, or both. That unease is part of the pleasure for some and a trigger for others, and it’s why the novel has become a talking point.
Why the narrator’s ambiguity matters
Augusto tells the story through a first person that both knows and misleads, a technique that makes the book feel like an interrogation of memory as much as a love story. Journalism on the release points out that the author wanted to avoid a single, closed narrative , instead he offers hints and fragments so readers supply motives themselves. That choice connects Te hice dios to a longer queer literary tradition where narrators are partial, theatrical, and sometimes dangerous, and it forces you to question who gets to define desire.
Grit and lyricism: two voices in one slim book
One of the novel’s most striking features is how explicitly sexual, even violent scenes coexist with passages of crafted, poetic prose. Critics and interviews note that Augusto began as a poet, and that sensibility surfaces in the book’s quieter, luminous lines. The alternation between rough edges and refined language keeps the rhythm jagged and alive; some readers who came for the shock find themselves surprised by moments of tenderness. If you’re sensitive to graphic content, consider this before you dive in, but don’t skip the lyrical payoffs.
The cultural frame: barebacking, stigma and the politics of desire
Te hice dios doesn’t shy away from controversial realities: it engages with bareback culture from the 1990s, distrust of medicine, and the ways stigma can shape sexual communities. Coverage in Spanish outlets explains that Augusto read essayistic work on those histories while researching, but he ultimately wanted to write something else , a story of compulsive love and decay. The novel sits within a broader conversation about how queer desire has been pathologised and romanticised, and it asks why certain forms of risk remain fetishised.
Reader reaction and where this fits in contemporary Spanish letters
Reactions at the book fairs and in regional press suggest a split: some hail Te hice dios as a bold new voice in Spanish queer literature, others warn that its provocations will alienate readers. The author himself anticipated rejection, saying he knew the work might provoke. That frankness feels oddly refreshing; books that aim to unsettle rarely apologise for their methods. Expect heated conversations if you bring this to a book group , it’s the kind of short novel that lingers like a late-night encounter.
It's a small, sharp book that asks uncomfortable questions about love, risk and why we keep seeking what might harm us.
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