Best Manchester Village Pride Parade Moments: Why “No Place Like Home” Resonated
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Shoppers, locals and visitors watched Manchester Village Pride reclaim the streets today, with thousands lining Deansgate to celebrate community, colour and connection as the parade , themed "No Place Like Home" , wound its way through the city to Sackville Gardens. It mattered because this Pride has been rebuilt by the community, for the community.
Essential Takeaways
Community-led comeback: Manchester Village Pride is organised by a new Community Interest Company, putting the Village and venues at the heart of planning.
Parade route: The procession set off from Deansgate at noon, passed Oxford Road and Princess Street, and finished at Sackville Gardens around 3pm.
Theme and mood: "No Place Like Home" referenced The Wizard of Oz and celebrated chosen family, with streets full of colour, music and solidarity.
After-party atmosphere: The Village filled with bar takeovers and live acts , the day balanced heartfelt moments with pop energy.
Sensory note: The city felt vibrant and warm, with confetti, music, and a constant hum of cheering.
A vivid return , streets mottled in pride and paint
The strongest sight today was colour everywhere: flags, glitter, huge smiles and a tangible buzz as marchers and onlookers soaked up the sunshine. According to Manchester Village Pride’s own messaging, the group has rebuilt the event around the Gay Village and its venues, and that community focus showed in every float and banner. For locals, it felt less like a corporate festival and more like a homecoming party; the sensory hit of music and laughter backed that up. If you’re picking a spot to watch next year, aim for the route around Deansgate where the parade gathers real momentum.
How the community rewired Pride for 2024
This year’s event follows a shake-up in the organisation behind Manchester’s Pride celebrations, with a new CIC stepping in to run Village Pride and reconnect with grassroots supporters. Organisers have emphasised returning control to those who live and work in the Gay Village, which explains the abundance of local bars and venues programming takeovers after the parade. That shift matters because it changes priorities , accessibility, visibility and community input now come to the fore. If you care about supporting locally led events, look out for fundraisers and volunteer opportunities run by the CIC.
"No Place Like Home" , nostalgia with a message
The theme borrowed from a queer classic, but it wasn’t just playful nostalgia; it honed in on belonging and chosen family in a city that’s long been a refuge for LGBTQ+ people. Parade organisers said the theme celebrates the “found families” that make community life meaningful, and you could see that in small gestures , people embracing, older attendees waving proudly, new friends meeting for the first time. For anyone planning to join next time, consider bringing simple comforts , a foldable chair, a water bottle and a small flag , to make your spot feel like home too.
From procession to party , what happens after the parade
Once the march reached Sackville Gardens, the day shifted to the Village proper, where bars staged takeovers and live performances kept the energy high. Acts and entertainers gave the afternoon a festival feel without the distance of a stadium show; it was up-close, loud and celebratory. For visitors, the Village’s network of pubs and clubs makes it easy to hop between stages and crowds. If you’re organising a Pride pub crawl, map set times in advance and check accessibility info from venue websites to avoid long waits.
Why this year felt different , outlook and impact
There’s a pragmatic side to this revival: a community-led model can be leaner and more responsive, but it also relies on volunteers, local buy-in and careful finance. Industry watchers and regulars say the atmosphere this year suggested a successful reset , people felt seen and welcomed. Looking ahead, organisers will want to sustain that momentum by widening reach, supporting grassroots groups, and maintaining safety and inclusivity on the route. For festival-goers, it’s a reminder that Pride is as much about everyday belonging as it is about spectacle.
It’s a small change that can make every parade feel more like coming home.
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