Best Support for Milton Keynes Pride: How the Rainbow Fund Is Keeping Celebration Free
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Shoppers and residents have noticed a brighter, safer summer in Milton Keynes as the MK Community Foundation doubles down on inclusion , backing the city’s LGBTQ+ scene with a new Rainbow Fund and a record £30,000 grant to keep MK Pride free, accessible and community-led.
Essential Takeaways
Biggest grant yet: MK Community Foundation is awarding £30,000 to MK Pride Festival to help keep the event free and community-focused.
New Rainbow Fund: The foundation launched a dedicated Rainbow Fund to support projects for LGBTQ+ people, especially those facing multiple barriers.
Focus on access: Funding targets mental health support, youth groups, community spaces and creative projects , practical help that feels welcoming and safe.
Community-led impact: The money underwrites grassroots activity and long-term partnerships that protect Pride in a tricky funding climate.
Local momentum: The initiative links to wider fundraising and community events across Milton Keynes, boosting solidarity and visibility.
Why this matters now: Pride and protection in a tense moment
There’s a sharp, uneasy backdrop to this boost , the UK’s conversation about trans and queer rights has become fraught, and that matters on the ground. According to MK Community Foundation, the Rainbow Fund was created to prioritise people who face multiple barriers, like queer refugees, disabled LGBTQ+ residents and isolated young people. The cash isn’t just for spectacle; it’s for safe spaces, support networks and the quieter, essential things that make Pride meaningful.
The Rainbow Fund explained: what it will back
The new fund isn’t a one-trick pony. The foundation says it will support mental health services, youth groups, creative community projects and venues where people actually feel they belong. That mix matters because inclusion can look different to different people , for some it’s counselling; for others it’s a rehearsal room or a midday meet-up. Fund criteria explicitly target those who’re most likely to be excluded, so the money goes where it’s most needed.
How £30,000 keeps MK Pride free , and why that’s important
Keeping festivals free isn’t just a nicety; it’s how Pride stays truly public and accessible. MK Community Foundation’s £30,000 pledge is the largest it’s given to the festival so far, and it helps cover essentials from staging and stewarding to outreach and safety measures. In a funding landscape where headline sponsors can be unpredictable, long-term civic partners offer stability , and that’s how a parade and a programme stay open to everyone, regardless of income.
What this means for local groups and festival-goers
For grassroots groups, guaranteed funding creates breathing room to plan beyond a single season. Youth groups can schedule regular sessions, arts projects can hire tutors, and mental health services can offer consistent support. Festival-goers will notice better signposting, more accessible spaces and a wider range of activities. Organisers are hoping the groundwork laid now will make Pride more resilient if funding or political winds shift.
Looking ahead: community confidence and quiet activism
This isn’t the end of the story but it’s a clear chapter: local foundations stepping up to protect culture and care when national debates are tense. MK Community Foundation’s renewed partnership with MK Pride reinforces the idea that inclusion is built collectively, with both celebration and support. Expect to see more community-focused projects applying to the Rainbow Fund, and more everyday support that keeps people safe, creative and seen.
It’s a small, deliberate step that helps keep Pride open to everyone.
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