Best New Retrospectives on Asian Gay Pornstars and Queer Visibility
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Shoppers and gallery-goers are discovering Will Chiong’s deeply researched art projects that map Asian gay porn history, why it matters, and what it says about representation now. The work mixes trading-card nostalgia, magazine-style essays, and intimate portraits , and it’s sparking conversations about who gets seen and why.
Essential Takeaways
Project overview: Will Chiong created a 17-card set, Category: Asian Man, profiling every SeanCody performer labelled “Asian,” printed in a nostalgic trading-card format.
Bigger picture: His follow-up magazine, Famous Asian Gay Porn Legends, collects nearly 30 pieces and traces representation from the 1990s to today, using over 200 sources.
Tactile feel: The cards are small, glossy, and collectible; the magazine is a mix of physical prints and digital artwork, easy to flip through and linger on.
Emotional thread: Chiong’s work combines personal memory, archival hunger, and affection for fan-run databases that preserved lost histories.
Practical note: Originals and prints will be shown and available for sale at a SoHo exhibition in September.
How a pandemic hobby turned into archival art
Chiong’s pivot from hobby sketcher to artist-historian began in lockdown, when nightly Zoom figure-drawing sessions replaced gigs and commuting. He taught himself through YouTube and virtual classes, meeting peers from London to Los Angeles, and found a niche in combining queer identity with pop-culture research. According to Gay City News, those sessions , and groups like Doable Guys , were key to his development, giving his work a confident, practiced line. The result feels intimate: you can sense the late-night practice in every portrait.
Category: Asian Man , small format, sharp critique
The trading-card project is deceptively playful. Chiong took a throwback format , think 1990s Marvel-esque cards or Pokémon for younger fans , and used it to highlight an uncomfortable statistic: across thousands of performers on one major site, only 17 carried the “Asian” label. That snapshot is both nostalgic and pointed, asking viewers to consider what categorisation and visibility mean in gay spaces. For collectors, the cards are tactile and familiar; for critics, they’re a prompt to scrutinise how ethnicity gets tagged and consumed.
A magazine that reads like a primer and a love letter
Famous Asian Gay Porn Legends expands the lens. It’s part art book, part cultural essay, and it opens with Chiong’s personal moment of recognition , seeing an Asian performer as a formative encounter. The magazine lays out the industry’s shifts across decades, from studio-era conventions to the Tumblr/OnlyFans explosion, using hundreds of sources and fan-run archives to fill gaps where mainstream documentation vanished. Chiong’s research shows how representation in gay porn tracked alongside wider media visibility, and why self-publishing and independent platforms matter.
Why fan databases and internet archives matter
Chiong leaned heavily on unofficial records to reconstruct mid-2000s histories that mainstream outlets didn’t bother to capture. He credits obsessive fan databases with preserving names and appearances that otherwise disappeared as studios folded or were acquired. That reliance is an important reminder: communities often become their own archivists, and creative projects like this one turn scattered entries into a narrative. It’s a pattern you’ll see across niche cultural histories , grassroots memory does the heavy lifting.
What this means for representation going forward
There’s cautious optimism in Chiong’s work. While stereotypes about Asian men in queer culture persist, the rise of performers on independent platforms signals a broader shift: creators can now represent themselves, find audiences, and rewrite expectations. As Chiong’s magazine argues, breakthroughs often arrive when distribution changes. Expect more projects that mix art, oral history, and fan scholarship to reshape how queer Asian visibility is understood and celebrated.
It's a small change that can make every portrait and card count.
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