Best Ways Europe Can Counter Organised Anti-Gay Campaigns, Says Dutch PM
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Shoppers are turning to resilience: Dutch prime minister Rob Jetten warns Europeans about a well-organised anti-LGBTQ+ movement, laying out how attacks start, who’s fuelling them and what practical steps democratic societies can take to protect rights and communities. His message matters across politics, schools and social platforms.
Essential Takeaways
Clear warning: Rob Jetten says a coordinated anti-LGBTQ+ playbook targets trans people first, then women’s rights and gay civil liberties. 
Online role: Tech platforms and algorithm-driven amplification are blamed for spreading disinformation that turns into real-world harm. 
Policy response: The Netherlands is investing in counter-disinformation, public safety and LGBTQ+ education as a direct response. 
Personal stake: Jetten, the Netherlands’ youngest and first openly gay prime minister, ties the political argument to personal hope and family plans. 
Why the “first they come for trans people” pattern matters
Jetten’s blunt line , that attacks often begin with transgender people , frames the threat as strategic, not accidental, and you can almost feel the urgency when he names it. According to reporting in Attitude and Dutch outlets, he’s describing a stepwise political tactic: pick a marginalised group, test rollbacks in law and public sympathy, then expand the erosion of rights more broadly. That makes the initial assaults far more consequential than isolated controversies. If you follow the sequence, defending trans rights becomes a frontline defence for wider civil liberties.
Where the coordinated element comes from
This is not just about a few loud politicians. Jetten points to far‑right groups, religious fundamentalists and online campaigns working in concert. European coverage shows similar alarm at events like WorldPride conferences and election seasons where messaging is amplified across borders. Reports from previous years have also documented foreign-linked trolling and misinformation that skewed political debates, so the pattern of organised attacks isn’t merely rhetorical , there’s evidence of cross-border coordination and purposeful narrative-building.
Why tech platforms are central to the problem
Facebook and other social networks get a name-check here for good reason: platforms’ recommendation engines and flagging decisions decide what hundreds of thousands see each day. Historical reporting on platform missteps makes this familiar , algorithms can hardwire misinformation and make fringe claims feel mainstream. Jetten’s response is to push state resources into countering disinformation and bolstering online safety, which is sensible: policy nudges to demand transparency, better moderation and rapid takedowns of violent rhetoric can blunt the spread before it spills offline.
Practical actions governments and communities can take
There’s no single fix, but Jetten’s approach is pragmatic and multi-pronged. He’s talked about funding education programmes, strengthening public-safety measures, and investing in digital literacy , three concrete moves that towns, schools and NGOs can copy. For local campaigners, the takeaway is simple: document coordinated activity, build cross-border coalitions, and push for platform accountability. For parents and teachers, prioritise inclusive curricula and teach students how to spot organised disinfo campaigns.
The emotional and political stakes , and a personal note
What makes this readable and urgent is Jetten himself: as an openly gay leader planning a family, his warnings are both professional and personal. That human detail helps explain why he’s doubling down on resilience rather than resignation. It’s a reminder that protections for minority groups aren’t abstract principles; they affect lives, relationships and futures. Expect the conversation to sharpen across European capitals as elections and cultural flashpoints approach.
It's a small but essential pivot: treat early attacks on any group as a test case for everyone’s rights.
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