Best Way to Read Romans 13 Today: Love Straight, Not Straight Love
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Noting a tense exchange at a playdate, readers are revisiting what Romans 13 actually asks of Christians , and why a history of evangelical gay activism insists the core command is love, undiluted. This matters for families, churches and anyone who wants faith to do less harm and more neighbourly good.
Essential Takeaways
Scriptural priority: Romans 13 emphasises love as the moral summit , love “does no wrong to a neighbor” and fulfils the law, a point seen across Paul’s letters. 
Context matters: Key New Testament passages often target abuse, power or cultic practices rather than consensual same-sex love. 
Historical nuance: Evangelical gay activists have long argued homosexuality can be practiced virtuously or sinfully, challenging simplistic condemnations. 
Practical effect: Casual “we’re Christian” disclaimers can sting when they erase queer Christians’ lived faith and family life. 
Choosing charity: Reading scripture through the lens of neighbourly care invites Christians to prioritise protection, dignity and love in real encounters.
Start with the strongest line: love, not legalism
Romans 13’s crisp teaching , love fulfils the law , is a useful corrective when conversations about sexuality get heated and moralising. The passage’s language carries a quiet, ethical weight: love is concrete, not sentimental, and it directs behaviour toward neighbours. According to Bible translations and study notes, that verse sits amid practical exhortations to live as people of the day rather than night, putting on “the Lord Jesus Christ.” Readers who feel their faith calls them to decency can start here, with an insistence on care and integrity. Practically, that means asking whether words and actions build up a neighbour or tear them down.
Remember history: evangelical activism complicates the story
It’s tempting to present evangelicalism as a monolith on sexuality, but the record is messier. Books like Born Again Queer document activists within evangelical circles who insisted the Bible could be read differently, arguing homosexuality itself isn’t automatically sinful and can be lived responsibly. That strand reframes the debate from identity condemnation to moral formation , the same standards by which heterosexual couples are judged. For anyone sorting through sermons or social media posts, the takeaway is that Christian voices have long been on both sides of this question, so quick assumptions about faith and sexuality rarely hold up.
Read the passages in context, not as culture-war soundbites
Many of the New Testament verses invoked against queer people , and the arguments about “natural law” or complementarity , lose force when you read their historical setting. Scholars and commentators point out that some prohibitions addressed exploitative sexual practices, power imbalances and cultic rites rather than loving, consenting relationships. That matters for public discussion: if scripture’s targets were abuse and coercion, contemporary Christians must be careful before applying ancient categories to modern, mutual partnerships. A sensible step at a congregation or family conversation is to ask what behaviour the text condemns and whether that description fits the lives being discussed.
Small acts, big effects: why “we’re Christian” can hurt
A casual disclosure , “We are Christian; just want you to know that” , can feel innocuous to the speaker and sharp to the listener. When that phrase is used as a qualifier for judgement or unsolicited guidance, it can erase queer Christians and make warm social spaces awkward. Instead, plain hospitality would prioritise relationship and curiosity: listen, offer support, and only speak theology when invited. For parents organising playdates or church leaders meeting families, the practical rule is simple: assume dignity, ask questions gently, and avoid placating sentiment that thinly veils exclusion.
What to do next: reading, listening and loving straight
If you want to think more carefully about this intersection of faith and sexuality, start with historically grounded reading and firsthand testimony. Explore works that trace evangelical gay activism and the variety of theological responses, and listen to queer Christians who live out their faith in communities. In daily life, let Romans 13’s command to love sharpen your actions: defend neighbours from slights, choose words that build rather than wound, and remember that fidelity to scripture often looks like compassion. Love straight , in the sense of undiluted, unperformative care , is a small practice with a wide ripple.
It's a small change that can make every encounter more humane and every confession of faith less damaging.
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