Best Pride March in Zwolle: Why Homemade Protest Banners Won Hearts
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Shoppers and residents noticed a livelier, more political Pride this year as Zwolle swapped a municipal DJ bus for self-made protest signs; hundreds marched from Assendorp to the Grote Kerkplein, asking for real visibility, asylum welcome and a return to protest-rooted Pride.
Essential Takeaways
Local-led shift: The Pride Walk became a Pride Mars organised by a different group, removing the city’s branded DJ bus and creating a grassroots vibe. 
Handmade impact: Many participants carried homemade protest boards, giving marches a tactile, earnest look and feel. 
Clear messaging: Signs called for better welcome for LGBTI+ asylum seekers and solidarity with people harmed abroad, and the march opened with a minute’s silence. 
Peaceful, supported route: Hundreds walked from Assendorp to the Grote Kerkplein, escorted by police, and received applause from passers-by. 
Community crossover: Events around the week included a colourful festival, city walk and concert, reconnecting Pride with culture and protest.
A brighter, rougher-edged Pride , people noticed the difference first
You could see it in the outfits and hear it in the chants: Pride in Zwolle felt more like protest and less like a commercial parade. Rodrigo Maori’s half-flower, half-black outfit told the story , colour for love, black for hate , and it was visibly handmade and thoughtful. According to local coverage, last year’s event ran into trouble when activists blocked the municipality’s DJ bus, arguing Pride had become too commercial, so this year organisers leaned into a more grassroots, protest-led format.
Why ditching the DJ bus mattered
The missing municipal banner and DJ van changed the tone quickly. Participants said the absence of an official party vehicle made space for genuine messages, not branding. Organisers rebranded the walk as a Pride Mars and encouraged people to craft their own placards in the week leading up to the event, which resulted in an array of creative, tactile banners that made the march feel earnest and human rather than staged.
Protest boards and political asks , what people were carrying
Many placards focused on the practical and the moral: the need to welcome LGBTI+ asylum seekers, solidarity with victims of violence abroad and the right to be different without fear. The route even started with a requested minute’s silence for those persecuted overseas, giving the event a solemn, political beat alongside the colour. That mix of celebration and seriousness is becoming a common theme in smaller Pride events that want to foreground rights over spectacle.
How the community responded , applause, escorts and calm
Despite the more political edge, the march proceeded calmly from Assendorp to the Grote Kerkplein, with police escorting hundreds of participants. Passers-by applauded, and attendees said the atmosphere felt inclusive and unproblematic compared with last year’s disruption. One marcher in a rainbow wig appreciated that the message reached the public without corporate intermediaries, which made voices feel more authentic and heard.
What this means for local Prides and festival clashes
Part of last year’s friction came from timing: Pride coincided with Zwolle’s Straatfestival, which diluted attention and fuelled criticism about commercialisation. This year’s approach , a distinct Pride Mars, community-crafted banners and related cultural events like a closing concert and city walk , avoided that overlap and broadened the conversation to include cultural connection and protest. It’s a model that other towns might look to if they want Pride to centre activists and asylum seekers rather than sponsors.
It's a small change with a noticeable effect: swapping a DJ bus for human voices and handmade signs made Pride feel like a protest again.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [6]- Paragraph 2: [1], [3]- Paragraph 3: [1], [2]- Paragraph 4: [1], [4]- Paragraph 5: [5], [7]
Bibliography
1. https://www.destentor.nl/zwolle/geen-dj-busje-van-de-gemeente-maar-zelfgemaakte-protestborden-zo-valt-de-pride-mars-in-zwolle-meer-in-de-smaak~a3e377fe/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://1zwolle.nl/nieuws/125259/in-beeld-pride-walk-zwolle-2023.html - An article detailing the Pride Walk in Zwolle on 26 August 2023, highlighting the procession from Park de Wezenlanden to the city centre, featuring a large rainbow flag carried through the Grote Kerk, marking the first Pride event in the Netherlands to pass through a church.
https://www.zwollepride.nl/primeur-zwolle-pride-parade-2023-dwars-door-academiehuis-grote-kerk/99/53/ - An announcement about the Zwolle Pride Parade in 2023, noting a significant event where part of the parade passed through the Academiehuis Grote Kerk, marking a unique occurrence in Dutch Pride history.
https://1zwolle.nl/nieuws/125178/straatfestival-en-zwolle-pride-binnenstad-deels-afgesloten.html - A report on the partial closure of Zwolle's city centre during the Straatfestival and Zwolle Pride on 24 August 2023, detailing the specific streets affected and the schedule of events.
https://1zwolle.nl/nieuws/125254/in-beeld-gezelligheid-drukte-en-veel-muziek-op-straatfestival.html - Coverage of the Straatfestival in Zwolle on 25 August 2023, describing the vibrant atmosphere, crowded streets, and diverse musical performances, with a preview of the upcoming Straatfestival x Zwolle Pride event.
https://1zwolle.nl/nieuws/125129/zwolle-kleurt-dit-weekend-alle-kleuren-van-de-regenboog.html - An article about Zwolle's preparations for Pride weekend in August 2023, including the NS and ProRail's initiative to decorate the train station with rainbow colours and flags, and the call for local businesses to participate.
https://1zwolle.nl/nieuws/125254/in-beeld-gezelligheid-drukte-en-veel-muziek-op-straatfestival.html - Coverage of the Straatfestival in Zwolle on 25 August 2023, describing the vibrant atmosphere, crowded streets, and diverse musical performances, with a preview of the upcoming Straatfestival x Zwolle Pride event.
image1.jpg




