Best Åland Pride Parade Moments: Rain, Flags and Community Spirit in Mariehamn
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Shoppers and locals turned out despite the drizzle as Åland Pride marched through Mariehamn, with rainbow flags, music and speeches reminding everyone why visibility and inclusion still matter on the islands. The parade, the finish at Torget and the award for Årets fyr made it a memorable afternoon.
Essential Takeaways
Hundreds attended: The parade drew a strong turnout from Åland residents, with many participants braving rainy weather to show support. 
Family-friendly atmosphere: Children handed out balloons and music kept spirits high, creating a warm, inclusive vibe. 
Speeches stressed minority rights: Local politicians and organisers highlighted the importance of protecting minorities and the right to be oneself. 
Årets fyr awarded: Mari Puska received the prize for long-term work promoting understanding of sexual and gender minorities. 
Organisers active: Groups like Ung Resurs and Rädda Barnen were visible, emphasising safety and inclusion for young people.
A bright splash of colour against grey skies
The strongest image from Saturday was simple and joyful: rainbow flags snapping in a steady breeze and the soft patter of rain, while people marched smiling and singing. According to local reporting, hundreds of Ålanders joined the route from Adlon in Västerhamn down to Torget, keeping the parade’s upbeat mood alive even when the clouds opened. Organisers and participants said the weather didn’t dampen commitment; if anything, it underlined how important visible support is.
Why the parade still matters on Åland
Community groups pointed to the parade’s role beyond celebration , it’s a visible defence of rights and belonging. Representatives from charities like Rädda Barnen were there to remind people that anti-discrimination principles, including protections for children, are not abstract. Local leaders also used the platform to speak about minorities’ rights, arguing that Ålanders themselves understand the value of protecting people who choose their own paths.
Family moments and familiar faces
There was proper family energy on the route. One youngster handed out more than 30 balloons, making other children beam, and youth organisations brought music that kept the atmosphere buoyant. Groups like Ung Resurs said having young people present and feeling welcome is central to their mission, and small things , a song, a balloon, a friendly wave , made the day feel safe and celebratory despite the drizzle.
Political tones: speeches that landed
Speeches at the Torget festival gave the event a reflective edge. The regional speaker addressed the crowd about the duty to protect minorities, framing it as a local responsibility rooted in Åland’s own history of individual choices and community resilience. Audience members reacted positively, saying the remarks captured the parade’s core message: that love and rights are shared concerns, not niche ones.
Awards and recognition: Årets fyr for long-term work
As the event wound down, organisers presented Årets fyr, a prize recognising people or organisations that promote openness and inclusion. This year’s recipient, Mari Puska from Mariehamn parish, was praised for years of work increasing knowledge and understanding of sexual and gender minorities. Puska’s response , thankful and inclusive , was a neat reminder that progress usually comes through steady, collaborative effort rather than headlines.
It's a small change that can make every gathering feel safer and more welcoming.
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