Best Gay Softball World Series Guide: Where to Eat, Drink and Dance in Columbus
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Shoppers are flocking and players are arriving , Columbus is gearing up to host more than 200 teams for the Gay Softball World Series, and the city’s LGBTQ+ bars, cafes and restaurants are ready to turn every game into a celebration. Here’s where to eat, drink and party near Berliner Park while the tournament takes over town.
Essential Takeaways
Big event: More than 200 teams and roughly 4,500 players will converge on Columbus for the weeklong Gay Softball World Series, with play at Lou Berliner Sports Park and events across the city. 
Nightlife at hand: Downtown and Short North venues like District West, Slammers and Axis offer dance floors, regular drag shows and late-night energy , easy to walk to from many hotels. 
Neighborhood comforts: Spots such as Tremont Lounge and Cavan Irish Pub provide patios, quieter hangouts and pizza-friendly atmospheres for players looking to recharge. 
Queer-owned food stops: From Bake Me Happy’s gluten-free treats to the Little Gay Bookstore’s Queer Beans coffee, the local queer culinary scene covers everything from brunch to craft cocktails. 
Community focus: Several bars will host fundraising nights for Kaleidoscope Youth Center, and the tournament’s schedule blends sport with a strong sense of local support.
A tournament that feels like a festival
The Gay Softball World Series is equal parts athletics and reunion, and you can feel it the moment you arrive , the air humid with barbecue and laughter, team chants wandering across Berliner Park. Columbus hosts the series more than any other city, partly because the fields, hotels and nightlife sit close together, which keeps the weekend moving and the social life buzzing. According to the organising committee, attendees stay for both the play and the parties, so expect opening-night dances, fundraisers and late-night shows alongside competitive softball.
Where to dance until dawn (or at least past last pitch)
If you want a proper night out after a day of games, Axis Nightclub and District West are where the big dance floors and drag stages live. Axis bills itself as the largest dance venue in town, while District West blends regular drag performances with a show-bar feel. Slammers, one of the few remaining lesbian bars in the country, keeps things lively and famously serves pizza that doubles as hangover prevention. Many of these venues host specific World Series nights, so check event pages for guest DJs and themed parties.
Quieter spots when you need a breather
Not every evening has to be full throttle. Tremont Lounge and Cavan Irish Pub offer patios, relaxed drinks and a chance to recover with friends. Club Diversity and AWOL also have calmer corners , AWOL even runs dual spaces, so you can pick loud or low-key without leaving the same venue. These places are perfect for team meals, catch-ups and people who want community vibes without the full-on club experience.
Eat local: queer-owned and queer-friendly dining
Columbus’s LGBTQ+ food scene is as varied as the teams. Bake Me Happy serves winning gluten-free bakes that pleased diet-conscious players, while Flour Modern Pasta Bar does inventive, house-made pasta that feels like a treat after a busy tournament day. Little Gay Bookstore’s Queer Beans is a cosy stop for espresso and conversation inside Stonewall Columbus, and spots such as Barroluco and Rooh offer panache if you’re after tapas or modern Indian. For simple comfort, Tasty Dawg’s loaded hot dogs and mac bowls hit the right note.
Coffee, cocktails and craft curiosities
Want a morning pick-me-up or an evening craft cocktail? Callin’ Your Bluff Coffee pops up inside Land-Grant Brewing for inventive signature drinks, and The Shapeshifter in Franklinton turns cocktail-making into a show , sleek, modern and welcoming. Union Cafe doubles as a full-service restaurant and a hub for nightly performances, including brunch and themed Sundays, making it a handy all-day option when schedules shift.
Giving back while you celebrate
The week isn’t just partying and play. Participating bars are organising a Give Back Night to raise funds for Kaleidoscope Youth Center, which supports LGBTQ+ youth locally. It’s a reminder that the series builds community as much as it builds memories, and that a night out can also be an act of support for young people in the region.
It's a small change that can make every inning and every outing feel like home , pick the spots that match your mood and enjoy the week.
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