Best Clare Pride 2026 Events to Book Now for Community and Fun
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Shoppers, families and culture fans are already circling dates: Clare Pride runs Wednesday 16–Sunday 20 September, organised by grassroots group QuareClare, with events across Ennis and beyond that promise something for everyone , from a Pride march and family fun to art, films and mindful talks.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and organiser: Clare Pride runs 16–20 September, coordinated by QuareClare, a grassroots group formed during lockdown. 
Headline events: Pride March (12:30pm, Saturday), Family Fun Day (1–3pm), documentary screening and after-party at Queen’s Hotel. 
Culture and creativity: Art workshops, a gallery exhibition, drag storytime and a Pride-themed film screening offer gentle, colourful experiences. 
Wellness and inclusion: A Pride Prayer Service, neurodiversity-affirming therapy session and community swim provide quiet and restorative options. 
Easy access: Many events are free or low-cost, spread across familiar town venues like St. Seanan’s, Súil Gallery, Scéal Eile Books and the Arc Cinema.
What’s new this year , community-led and cosy
QuareClare has built a five-day programme that feels both bold and friendly, with a mix of lively public gatherings and quieter, reflective sessions. The group grew from lockdown solidarity into an active local presence, so this year's calendar reads like a community potluck: something for kids, something for seniors, something for anyone curious. Expect a warm, approachable vibe rather than a high-octane carnival; the focus is on visibility, support and participation.
Saturday is the heart of the festival , plan for march and family time
Saturday 19 September is the marquee day, kicking off with a Pride March at 12:30pm from the Barrack near Ennis, followed by a Family Fun Day at Causeway Link. If you’ve got little ones, the puppet show and drag storytime are designed to be welcoming and playful, while local craft stalls and kids’ art workshops keep things tactile and colourful. Bring a blanket, pack snacks, and arrive early if you want a front-row spot for performances.
Culture and art offerings you can’t miss
For those drawn to quieter cultural moments, the programme includes a Culture Night Art Workshop at Súil Gallery and a group exhibition celebrating LGBTQIA+ lives at the Edna O’Brien Library. There’s also a Bring Your Queer Book Club at Scéal Eile Books, and a screening of the new documentary Lesbian Lines at the Arc Cinema. These events are great for meeting people who want conversation as much as celebration , and they make Clare Pride feel rooted in local creative scenes.
Wellness, faith and inclusion , thoughtful edges to celebrations
Clare Pride deliberately includes reflective spaces: a Pride Prayer Service at St. Columba’s Church of Ireland, an online session on neurodiverse-affirming therapy, and a community swim with the Ballybathers on Sunday morning. These offerings underline that Pride here isn’t all spectacle; it’s also about safety, mental health and spiritual welcome. If you or someone you know benefits from low-sensory environments, the online therapy talk and smaller workshops are solid choices.
How to take part and practical tips
Many events are free, but a few require Eventbrite registration , notably the neurodiverse-affirming therapy session , so check QuareClare’s social channels for links. Wear comfortable shoes for the march, bring water for outdoor events, and pop into local venues like the Queen’s Hotel for the after-party if you fancy an evening social. If you’re bringing kids, note the Family Fun Day runs until mid-afternoon; for quieter endings, Sunday’s comedy workshop and show offer an easy wind-down.
It's a small change that can make every Pride moment feel more inclusive and joyful.
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