Best Drag Lunches in Orlando: Why Anthem’s Midday Show Is the New Weekend Treat
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Shoppers are swapping sleepy mornings for a sassy midday switch-up as Anthem Orlando stages a drag lunch that lets you brunch later, skip the late-night fuss and catch RuPaul’s Drag Race alum Kandy Ho with local favourites , a lively way to make your Saturday feel like a celebration.
Essential Takeaways
Headliner: Kandy Ho, Puerto Rican drag artist and RuPaul’s Drag Race competitor, leads the show at Anthem Orlando.
Local cast: Performers include Mala Mía, Black Magix Royal, Amaya Scandall and Jezy Galore , lively, diverse entertainers.
Timing: Shows at 1:30pm and 2:30pm on Saturday, 29 August, with a meet-and-greet beforehand; arrive early for photos.
Practical: Tickets are modestly priced; the midday slot helps avoid late-night parking and gives you time for errands or evening plans.
Vibe: Expect upbeat, polished performance with a brunch-meets-club energy , great for both early risers and late sleepers.
Why a drag lunch makes perfect sense right now
There’s something delicious about seeing glam and glitter under daylight rather than in the glow of club lights, and Anthem Orlando is banking on that better-than-brunch energy. Hosting a midday show softens the logistics for guests , you can sleep a little later, still get a full social afternoon and sidestep the parking hunt that comes with nighttime downtown. According to Anthem’s event listing, the venue has been programming eclectic daytime events lately, so this feels like the next logical step in opening up queer nightlife to a broader daytime crowd.
Kandy Ho headlines , what she brings to the table
Booking a RuPaul’s Drag Race alum has obvious pull. Kandy Ho brings a polished stagecraft and recognisable persona that draws both local fans and curious newcomers. Anthem’s promotional pages highlight her as the marquee act, and mixes like this tend to balance star power with community talent, keeping the show both glamorous and grounded. If you know Kandy Ho’s repertoire, expect lip-sync fireworks, costume changes and the kind of presence that keeps the room buzzing even in broad daylight.
Local talent keeps the party varied and familiar
Sharing the bill are Mala Mía, Black Magix Royal, Amaya Scandall and Jezy Galore , a quartet that promises contrast, pace and plenty of personality. It’s a smart programming move: a headliner brings the crowd, while trusted local names give the night its heart and rhythm. For locals, that blend often translates to a more personal experience; you’re as likely to laugh at an in-joke as you are to be wowed by a costume reveal. Anthem’s event calendar shows they’ve leaned into similar formats before, so this is part of a broader strategy to create daytime cultural moments.
How to make the most of a drag lunch at Anthem
Practical tip: show up early for the meet-and-greet if you want a photo or a quick word with performers , it’s listed before the 1:30pm show. Bring a camera-ready attitude and lightweight layers; venues can be cool inside. If you’re planning to eat, check Anthem’s hospitality options or nearby lunch spots before you go so you don’t miss the show. Tickets are affordably priced, which makes this an easy impulse plan: a late breakfast, a short nap, then glam out for a show , perfect Saturday choreography.
What this says about daytime queer programming in Orlando
Staging drag at lunch isn’t just a novelty; it’s a subtle shift in how entertainment is packaged for diverse audiences. Daytime drag opens the scene to families, older fans, tourists and people who prefer earlier outings. Anthem’s week-long events and listings suggest the venue is leaning into those possibilities, turning downtown into a place that’s lively from midday to night. For the community, that’s encouraging: more options mean more ways to participate, and midday shows can be less intimidating for first-time attendees.
It’s a small scheduling twist that makes a big difference to your weekend rhythm.
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